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Veterinary Education. 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S., Kensington. 


This is a perennial question and one that has been 
in existence since the foundation, in 1791, of the first 
veterinary school in this country. Before the estab- 
lishment of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
in 1844, the discussions on it were blatantly personal 
and most acrimonious. Since that period, they 
have become more and more impersonal and polite 
until this pursuit is now a_ respectably con- 
ducted pastime. I hope it will continue to 
be so, as I like to see our profession taking a 
lively interest in its progress intellectual, scientific 
and practical: it is much better than silently slum- 
bering to decay or sinking into oblivion. If ours is 
the most critical profession, it is also the most scien- 
tific: it takes nothing for granted until it has been 
tested by time: it is not to be turned aside by any 
or every breeze, swell or ripple. It is the most 
sceptical and the most utilitarian. Perhaps it under- 
stands economics better than it does logic, and cer- 
tainly it plays the least to the gallery, but is at its 
best in hiding itself under a bushel. It is the least 
assertive and the most modest. If it practises the 
wit of fools, it wisely adopts the Persian proverb— 
that silence is golden. 

Who knows more about economics, utilitarianism 
and conservatism than the country practitioner, 
whose clients are not influenced by sentiment, 
platitudes or humbug? He knows he must produce 
the goods on an economic basis. 

In a paper on “ Veterinary Education, Ante- and 
Post-Graduate” that I presented to the N.V.A. 
when it held its general meeting at Buxton in 1905, 
I stated practically all the points that have just been 
raised. That was more than 20 years ago; we still 
have, therefore, at least another five years to go 
before my ideas will be due to be put into practice. 
Some may say that 25 years is too short a period to 
consider a subject sub judice; it requires 50 years 
to accomplish reform. Our four years’ course is 
only equivalent, at the most, to three years of the 
four years’ course on the Continent, where anatomy 
and physiology extend over two, sometimes three, 
years, and the subjects of our first year’s course have 
to be taken before the student enters a veterinary 
school. 

I could never understand why the profession, as a 
united body, did not urge on the Government the 
necessity of a subsidy or grant to assist veterinary 
education. Our profession seems to lack leaders or 
public-spirited men. The senior and middle-aged 
men are wanting in fire and the younger show no 
evidence of initiative, or of filling the gap. Plausible 
mediocrity will not go very far. We require a genius 
with the mentality of a Napoleon or a man with the 


Bismarckian force of character to lift us out of the 
slough of despond. I am a great believer in the 
young man whom we do not seem to possess. Most, 
if not all, geniuses of any age were, comparatively 
speaking, children or youths. Geniuses are not made 
by soft jobs, high salaries, or by spoon-feeding. I 
am sorry that the veterinary profession, which has 
been in existence since 1791, has not yet produced a 


veterinary genius. There is a great necessity for one,, 


but if one is not likely to be forthcoming we would 
welcome a first-class leader with strength of charac- 
ter, and a broad knowledge of men and matters. 
Whoever may turn up, he is not going to make a 
practitioner of a man who is content to rely only on 
the instruction or practice he obtains in a veterinary 
school. That has been, and will always remain, a 
problem that can only be overcome by a genius. 

Cryptorchidectomy in Equidae by the Iliac Route-* 
By H. G. Beauman and H. H. McGrew, Drexel, 

Missouri. 


“ One of the most difficult major operations which 
the surgeon encounters in a general practice is the 
removal of testicles retained in the abdominal cavity. 
Through our years of practice we have continually 
attempted to work out a modus operandi that would 
be easily done and one that would be productive of 
results, namely, to have the animal live and to make 
a recovery in the shortest possible time. We have 
always contended that the use of the old method 
(removal through the inguinal canal) was, and is, a 
bunglesome piece of surgery, if such it can be correctly 
called at all. For the benefit of those operators who 
still face with much regret the operating hour upon 
their cryptorchid patients we submit the method of 
operating used at this hospital. We insist that all 
animals of this class be brought to the hospital. It 
is necessary, because we must know that they have 
been kept from feed and water for a period of forty- 
eight hours. As soon as possible after the animal is 
brought to the hospital we make a recta] examination 
to determine the side upon which to make the abdom- 
inal opening in the case of a single. In the case of 
a double it makes no great difference, but we prefer 
the left side. 

“The securing of the patient, preparation of the 
operative field and the operative technique follow : 

“The animal is secured in the ordinary stocks, the 
head securely tied and a bar placed behind him. One 
rope is run over the withers and one under the body 
back of the fore legs. Two ropes are run under the 
animal in front of the hind legs. None is used over 
the loins, so that the operative field is left clear. The 
field of operation is between the last rib and the 
external angle of the ilium. A space from a horizon- 
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tal line one inch above the ilium to a distance of six 
inches ventrally is shaved thoroughly, the area 
scrubbed, dried, washed with alcohol and then painted 
with tincture iodine. Two and one-half grains of 
cocain are dissolved in four drams of distilled water 
and injected into the abdominal wall on a vertical 
line midway between the last rib and the angle of the 
ilium—from a horizontal line cutting the angle of the 
ilium ventrally a distance of three and one-half inches. 
An incision is made in the wall following the line of 
cocain injection down to the peritoneum, which is 
more or less loosely attached at this point. The 
peritoneum is picked up with forceps and incised 
sufficiently to allow passage of the operator’s arm. 
The left arm is introduced and if immediate contact 
is not made with the testicle the vas deferens is located 
and with this guide the testicle is picked up without 
further trouble. If the gubernaculum testis has 
passed through the internal inguinal ring, a limited 
amount of traction will bring it back to the cavity. 
The testicle located and secured, Miller’s spaying 
emasculator is introduced with the right hand and 
the fold of peritoneum attached to the gubernaculum 
and the vas deferens and its accompanying structures 
are severed and the testicle removed from the cavity. 
This phase of the operation is then complete. The 
edges of the abdominal incision are touched with a 
tincture of iodine and two deep linen sutures are 
taken to close the opening. It is not necessary to 
include the peritoneum unless it has been separated 
from the abdominal wall in making the incision on 
entrance of the arm. 

“ After-care consists in keeping the animal on a 
one-third ration for a period of two days and then 
turning out to pasture. The sutures are removed 
on the eighth day, the wound cleaned thoroughly with 
soap and water, dried, and covered with an ointment. 
No other attention is required. This method has 
proved satisfactory with us and is one which will not 
be attempted by the new nor the old empirics.”, 

The Editors of the Veterinarian comment on the 
above as follows :— 

“ Laparo-cryptorchidectomy was advocated by 
California veterinarians twenty years ago. It was 
performed at the clinic of the American Veteyinary 
Medical Association, at San Francisco, September, 
1910, by Dr. David Fox, of Sacramento, who at the 
time explained that this was his routine method of 
castrating ridglings. The operation, however, lost 
its popularity because some operators found that it 
sometimes got them into trouble, particularly in 
cases that are not true, uncomplicated intra-abdominal 
cryptorchids and the variation could not be deter- 
mined by the pre-operative exploration. It is not 
always possible to tell just where the testicle is located 
by a rectal examination, nor by an examination of 
the inguinal region externally while the subject is 
standing. On this account, approach of the testicle 
from within the abdomen instead of from without 
in the usual way, tricks the operator into searching 
for a testicle that is nesting in the inguinal canal. 
The operation as described by Dr. Beauman should 
therefore only be attempted when the diagnosis 
made by rectal exploration justifies its performance.” 
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Animal Breeding Research at Edinburgh. 


The Agricultural correspondent of The Times, writing 
in his paper recently. said :— 

“ The letter signed by Lord Balfour, Sir John Gilmour, 
and others which was published in The Times recently, 
with reference to research in animal breeding, can scarcely 
fail to elicit a generous response, or to fulfil its purpose. 

“It is a remarkable fact that this country has attained 
an envied pre-eminence in animal breeding and animal 
husbandry entirely as the result of private initiative and 
endeavour. About seventy different breeds of farm live 
stock, each possessing distinctive characteristics and serving 
in an especial degree particular uses, territorial or com- 
mercial, have been evolved, fixed, and established in Great 
Britain and Ireland without Government or organised 
public aid in any form, and exist to-day to testify to the 
genius of Bakewell, Ellman, and others possessed of 
exceptional foresight and enterprise. The country, 
therefore, is richly endowed beyond others in varieties of 
live stock of national and international value, for our 
breeds have found their way into every part of the world 
in which animal husbandry has been formulated on modern 
principles, and conducted with modern skill and under- 
standing. 

** Our great national inheritance, it is believed, might be 
enhanced in importance and industrial service if the applica- 
tion of the deeper and wider scientific knowledge of the 
present age were to be linked with the labours of those 
stockowners who carry on with undiminished competence 
the pioneer work of their gifted predecessors. It was with 
the object of extending, consolidating, and, if possible, 
simplifying the business of animal propagation that the 
Animal Breeding Research Department at Edinburgh 
was instituted, and it is now proposed to establish and 
endow a Chair in the University for the centralisation and 
direction of the researches and studies. The sum that 
remains to be raised to enable the scheme to be carried 
through should be forthcoming without delay if the 
importance of the work it is intended to prosecute be 
adequately appreciated. 


A NEw STANDPOINT. 


“It is inconceivable that animal breeding can ever be 
so reformed that it can be incapable of rewarding those 
engaged in it in proportion to the skill and judgment with 
which it is conducted, but even for the most competent 
there are still, and always have been, problems connected 
with the pursuit that occasion severe disappointments 
and heavy losses, apart altogether from the troubles that 
are traceable to disease. The veterinary profession, if 
only it were adequately financed and equipped for the 
purpose, has a wide field for investigation as yet in- 
sufticiently studied and elucidated; but the work in 
operation and prospected in Edinburgh grapples with the 
problems of stockowners from a new standpoint and aims 
at seeking success along new avenues. 

“The scheme has much more than the merit of novelty 
and originality to commend it. It appeals to all interested 
directly or indirectly in the maintenance and improvement 
of existing breeds of live stock, and possibly in the creation 
of new types. Dr. Crew and his colleagues have set 
themselves a task that requires courage and exceptional 
perception, and, although it is hardly feasible that definite 
results can be attained quickly or easily, stockowners will 
be gratified, and the efforts of the research station justified, 
if any appreciable progress be made in a decade in solving 
some of the difficulties and in removing a fraction of the 
uncertainties that are encountered in the business of 
animal breeding. 

“ It is satisfactory that work of this original type should 
have been begun, and is to be centralised, in this country. 
One station for researches that have no national or geo- 
graphical limitations is sufficient, and, if properly statfed 
and equipped for the work, is preferable to a system of 
wider distribution that would lead to overlapping as its 
chief result. The wiser course is that of concentration 


at ‘one institution, and to make that station competent 
in men, material, and appliances, for the world-work it 
has been selected to undertake. There is in Edinburgh 
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already a substantial nucleus of the broad and ambitious 
scheme the promoters have in their minds. There is a 
foundation well laid, and the International Education 
Board, the Development Commissioners, Lord Woolaving- 
ton, and others have recognised that many years of 
unnecessary labour and much fruitless expenditure may 
be saved by building the larger, wider, and deeper scheme, 
on the work that has already, under serious difficulties 
and drawbacks, been accomplished at Edinburgh. 


An Ambitious PROJEcT. 


“Farmers of all classes will welcome this bold and 
praiseworthy enterprise, and may be trusted to co-operate 
in every way possible to ensure the successful development 
of the work. Owners of pedigree strains have particular 
cause to interest themselves in the researches, because 
of the losses they suffer in respect of many of their most 
valued tribes or families through uncertain adherence to 
type and standard of merit. But the less distinguished 
unregistered classes of animals also are subject to lapses 
from consistency in breeding results that puzzle and 
disappoint their owners. The idea behind Edinburgh 
scheme is to penetrate beyond the farthest bounds yet 
reached in placing power to control animal reproduction 
in the care of enlightened breeders. It is an ambitious 
project, but it is time it was faced, and British stockowners 
have sound cause for gratification in the fact that so 
adventurous and important a scheme should, with inter- 
national sanction, be located in this country.” 


VETERINARY INSPECTION IN Essex. 

At a recent meeting of the Leyton Town Council, the 
Public Health Committee reported that they had con- 
sidered the appointment of a veterinary inspector, and had 
before them correspondence with the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and with the various veterinary 
surgeons in the vicinity. It was resolved that the scale of 
fees at present paid by the Essex County Council be 
adopted. It was further resolved that the veterinary 
surgeons practising in the district be invited to state 
whether they would be prepared to accept an appointment 
upon such scale, and that the committee further consider 
the matter. 

Councillor Serpell moved as an amendment the substitu- 
tion of the scale of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association for the Essex County Council’s scale. 

Councillor Shimmin, in seconding, said the Essex County 
Council was looked upon rather askance. They knew it 
was one of the last Councils to come into line with regard 
to the Burnham report. At present they had teachers of 
secondary schools in industrial areas being paid on the 
provincial scale. The Essex County Council did not adopt 
the highest standard for professional men. 

Alderman Read said he hoped the amendment would 
not be carried. If the scale proposed was applicable to 
. the veterinary surgeons employed by the Essex County 
Council why should they not be agreeable to the veterinary 
surgeons of that area ? 

Councillor Fitzgerald said that the Essex County Council 
was not an authority to be copied. Leyton was a Borough, 
and the greater part of Essex was rural, and while veter- 
inary surgeons in rural areas might accept lower rates, 
they would not expect their veterinary surgeons to accept 
such rates. 

Councillor Hillary disagreed with Councillor Shimmin’s 
statement that the matter was not thoroughly threshed 
out. Before they referred it back he wanted to know the 
conditions. 

Councillor Shimmin replied that the only information 
they had before them was the Essex County Council’s scale. 

The amendment was defeated by 20 votes to 15. 

Councillor Fitzgerald moved, as a further amendment, 
that the scale be referred back for further consideration, 
but the amendment was defeated and the report adopted. 
--Stratford Express. 
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THE 
N.V.M.A. COUNCIL MEETING. 


The prosperity of an Association of professional 
men is largely dependent upon the conviction of 
the members that it is in vital touch with them 
at the manifold points in which their per- 


sonal or general interest is. affected, whatever 


their sphere of work. A visit to the head- 
quarters of the N.V.M.A. upon any working day 
of the year will yield evidence of what may be 
termed the personal service side of the activities 
of the Association, but the volume of equally con- 
tinuous effort put forward in the common or sec- 
tional interest of the members, as occasion arises 
and opportunity affords, can only secure attention 
and recognition when brought to light in the pub- 
lished proceedings of the Council. This is a 
consideration perhaps worthy of note in connection 
with the suggestion that the Council should meet 
more frequently than four times a year and in 
centres additional to London. 


The report of the second meeting of the present 
Council, which appears in this issue of the Record, 
is of particular interest as an index of the suit- 
ability of the appointments to committees made in 
October last. ©The most casual survey of the work 
performed during the past quarter, as revealed in 
the report, will yield assurance in this important 
respect, and Association members will be confident 
of progress throughout the year in the knowledge 
that the right men are in the right place. 

Writing from the vantage ground of detachment 
which we share with the rank and file, we would 
say—with them, we believe—that the most signifi- 
cant portion of the proceedings is that which indi- 
cates the determination of the Organising Com- 
mittee to function seriously as a body charged with 
the duty of creating in the public mind a correct 
impression of the veterinarian and his profession— 
of his training, his social standing and his qualifi- 
cations for the performance of duties in spheres of 
action in which his right of participation is chal- 
lenged or even denied. As indicative of the 
urgency of action in this respect, two items of 
business stood alone. ‘The first dealt with the 
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necessity for curtailing the misplaced activities of 
sanitary inspectors in connection with work under 
the Tuberculosis Order and the Milk and 
Dairies Order, and the second with the un- 
savoury position of part-time veterinary inspec- 
tors in Scotland as disclosed in the resolution from 
the West of Scotland Division. In our view, this 
new factor in veterinary politics—the Organising 
Committee of the ‘‘ National ’—is far more intim- 
ately concerned with such matters as these than 
either the discussion or the agenda would indicate. 
For, indeed, it is scarcely conceivable that, were 
the profession the power in the land that adequate 
publicity could make it, the Scottish Board of 
Health would have drawn an invidious distinction 
hetween professional men at the expense of the 
veterinary surgeon; even more unlikely is it that 
for attempted justification of their action they 
would have had recourse to a humiliating reference 
to the temptation afforded by ‘‘ a conflict of in- 
terest ’’ as indicating the necessity for the imposi- 
tion of an inequitable restriction. There can be no 
question, from the tone of the discussion, that the 
Scottish practitioners concerned can rest assured of 
the sympathy and practical support of the Council 
in the prosecution of their case. 


Among other matters dealt with in the realm of 
public health was the question of fees payable 
under the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 
but here, in the absence of definite information as 
to the work to be carried out by veterinary inspec- 
tors, the Council found itself unable to draw up 
any scale—due note of which fact will save a vast 
amount of work in the office of the Secretary. The 
re-introduction of the Tuberculosis Order has also 
brought its problems for the Council, and we note 
with satisfaction that energetic action is contem- 
plated in regard to the momentous questions of the 
control of the distribution and use of tuberculin, 
and of the animals which have reacted to the tuber- 
culin test. 

Before leaving this aspect of the Council’s 
deliberations, we must congratulate it upon the 
decision to request the Council of the Royal Sani- 
tary Institute to give to that section of their Con- 
gress which primarily concerns the profession a 
title more in keeping with the province and dig- 
nity of veterinary delegates on the public health 
side. We are inclined to congratulate the Council 
yet more on the providential afterthought which 
rescued it from unforgiveable inconsistency in regard 
to the description of the newly-instituted section 
at its own Congress. 

In connection with the latter, it is evident that all 
goes well for Torquay. The preliminary glimpse. 


up their minds not to miss. 


furnished in the report of the Provisional Com- 
mittee, of the fare to be provided gives promise of 
a feast of good things, which members must make 
The taste of every- 
one is to be suited and in plentiful measure, while 
trial is again, after an interval of two years, to be 
made in special catering for veterinary officers, who 
are accorded an afternoon to themselves. Another 
interesting resuscitation is that of the Popular Lec- 
ture, and here we have pleasure in announcing that 
success has been assured by the acceptance of Sir 
John M’Fadyean of the invitation to deliver it. 
The Council gladly concerned itself for a moment 
—strictly unofficially, of course—with the welcome 
shadow of a far distant event in a Congress invita- 
tion for 1928 from the Lord Mayor of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, supported by the Vice-Chancellor of 
Durham University. The brief consideration given 
to this invitation cannot in any way prejudice the 
ultimate issue of the question as to the venue of 
the 1928 Congress, but it is at least a gratifying 
indication of the recognition accorded the prestige 
of the Association. 


This prestige was also reflected, and in a manner 
more affecting the internal economy of the 
“* National,’’ in the welcome announcement that — 
the example of the V.M.A. of Kenya Colony and 
Protectorate in seeking affiliation has been followed 
by the Veterinary Association of Southern Rho- 
desia, and that there is every likelihood of the 
National family ’’ being augmented by the 
V.M.A. of British Columbia. Satisfaction at this 
evidence of expansion overseas was supplemented 
by the knowledge that the roll of members at home 
and abroad shows a steady tendency to an increase 
in the proportion of veterinarians to whom the 
Association can lay claim. 


Review of the proceedings of a highly-encourag- 
ing meeting would he incomplete without reference 
to the success which has attended the inauguration 
of the clinical prize scheme for students. Not 
only did the number of entrants afford proof of 
the appreciation with which this opportunity of 
proving their merit has heen greeted by those for 
whose benefit the scheme was instituted, but—as 
we are perhaps at liberty to disclose—the standard 
of entries was such as to provoke favourable com- 
ment from the assessors. Tn course of time, our 
readers will have the opportunitly of exercising 
their own judgment upon the merits of a selected 
number, and we are confident that their publication 
will do much to dispel the widely-held impression 


that the modern veterinary student is out of his 
element in the field. 
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National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


The first quarterly meeting for the year 1927 was 
held by the Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland at 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, on Wednesday, January 5th, 
1927. 

The President, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, occupied 
the Chair, and there were also present: Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley, Lieut.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, 
Mr. J. H. Carter, Major R. Catmur, Mr. J. Clarkson, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. A. 
Gofton, Major F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. H. P. Hogben, 
Mr. R. Hughes, Major H. Kirk, Mr. C. O. Langley 
(Solicitor), Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. C. Masson, Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh, Mr. J. McKinna, Major-General Sir John 
Moore, Major H. Peele, Mr. W. D. Rees, Lieut.-Col. 
P. J. Simpson, Mr. E. Alfred West (Hon. Treasurer), 
and Lieut.-Col. T. Dunlop Young, together with the 
Secretary, Mr. F. Knight. 

The Minutes of the previous quarterly meeting of 
Council, having been published in the Veterinary 
Record, were taken as read and were confirmed and 
signed. 

The SecreTARY announced the receipt of apologies 
for absence from Capt. Aston, Mr. David Brown, from 
Professor Buxton and Mr. H. J. Dawes (Hon. Secre- 
tary)—both of whom were laid up with severe chills-- 
Mr. J. C. Coleman, Capt. O. V. Gunning, Mr. J. Ewing 
Johnston, Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, Capt. N. H. MacAlister, 
Mr. R. Barons Nelder, Mr. W. W. Peggie, Mr. J. O. 
Powley, Capt. J. R. Rider, Capt. H. C. Rockett, and 
Mr. W. Shipley. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(1) From the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, stating that an invitation from the Town 
Council of Hastings to hold the thirty-eighth Congress 
and Exhibition of the Institute in that town from 
July 11th to the 16th, had been accepted by the 
Council of the Institute, and requesting to be informed 
of the names of the Association’s delegates. 

The PrestpENT: It has been customary, when we 
have sent delegates to the Royal Sanitary Institute 
Congress, to appoint them in April. I do not know 


whether you wish to defer the matter until then, or 


whether you will now decide if you will send,and whom. 

Mr. Gorron: We have regularly supported this 
Congress and appointed representatives. There is 
to-day no question as to whom we should ask to 
represent us, and I move that we send a delegate, 
and that he be the President of the Association, or his 
nominee. 

Lieut.-Col. Youna seconded the proposition, which 
was carried unanimously. 

(2) From Mr. J. R. Jackson, regretting his inability, 
on account of the heavy nature of his duties at the 
Ministry of Agriculture, to serve on the committees 
of the Association to which he had been appointed, 


but expressing his willingness to help the Association 
in any other way possible. 

The PresipENT: In response to that letter, I have 
already expressed the regret of the Council that 
Mr. Jackson finds himself unable to serve, while in- 
forming him that we should not hesitate to ask for the 
assistance he offers. This leaves vacancies on three 
committees to which he was appointed—the Appoint- 
ments Committee, the Parliamentary Committee, and 
the Veterinary Inspectors’ and Public Health Com- 
mittee, so that it will be necessary to nominate and 
appoint someone to each of these three committees. 

Nominations having been called for and received, 
Major Peele, Major Inglis (of Forfar), and Mr. Masson 
were elected to membership of the Appointments, 


the Parliamentary, and the Veterinary Inspectors’ . 


and Public Health Committees respectively. 

(3) From Professor J. McCunn, of the Royal Veter- 
inary College, Camden Town, enquiring, on behalf of 
a number of students of Classes A and B, if arrange- 
ments could be made for them to secure the Veterinary 
Record upon the same terms as apply to students of 
Class D. 

The Soxicrror pointed out that such a concession 
would necessitate an alterationin No. 27 of the 
Articles of Association. 

The PrestpEnt: You will remember that this 
matter has been gone into very carefully on several 
occasions, and it was found that the cost to the Associa- 
tion, if the offer to allow all students to take the 
Record at a reduced rate was accepted, would be too 
great. At that time it was calculated that each copy 
of the Record cost 9d. to print and distribute, and it 
was accordingly felt necessary to confine the concession 
to final year students. After further discussion, it 
was decided that the request be referred to the 
Finance Committee. 

(4) From Capt. D. Hamilton, of Harrogate, presen- 
ting to the Association, for the use of its members, 
8 bound volumes of the Veterinary Record covering 
the period 1893-1900. 

The Secretary: I have accepted these volumes 
on behalf of the Association, and have thanked Capt. 
Hamilton for his gift. -* 

The Prestpent: I think you would wish to add 
directly and formally the thanks of the Council for 
this generous gift. It is very useful to have the back 
numbers bound in this way for reference for the use 
of the various committees. : 

The Council concurred in the President’s proposition. 

(5) From the Hon. Secretary of the Central Division, 
forwarding a copy of the report presented to the 
Division by Sir John Moore as delegate to the Jubilee 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute, and 
suggesting that it should be circulated to other 
Divisions. 

The PrestpENT: All of you have had an oppor- 
tunity of reading that report in the report of the 
proceedings of the Central Veterinary Society which 
appeared in the Record, but perhaps some of you may 
not have been able to give the time to its perusal that 
you may think it deserves. The President of the 
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“Central” is here : I do not know if he would like to 
make the points clear. 

Major Dunkin: There is only one point, I think, 
Sir, and that is that it is the most full and thorough 
report that the “Central,” or perhaps any other 
Division, has had in this connection. (Hear, hear.) 
The wish was expressed by the members that the 
report in toto should be sent to the Council of the 
** National ” for its consideration. Since then, it has 
been published in the Record, and the details of the 
report could be better summed up by my friend 
Colonel Young, who is more au fait with the affairs 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute than I am. 

Lieut.-Col. Youna: I should like to support with 
all the power that I have the recommendation from the 
“Central.” I suppose you have all read the Veter- 
inary Record report, and also the leading article which 
appeared in the same edition in which it was suggested 
that the Section of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
Congress, which now goes by the name of ‘“‘ The Veter- 
inary Inspectors’ Section,” should be called by some 
other name more appropriate to the combination of 
the members of the profession in their various types 
of work. At present, the term “ Veterinary 
Inspector” is only used in connection with the 
Diseases of Animals’ Act, and I think the time has now 
arrived when a more dignified term should be employed 
in connection with that Section. It is a question as to 
how this change should be effected. I think the recom- 
mendation in that article to which I have referred is 
a good one—that the Royal Sanitary Institute should 
be approached by this Association and asked to adopt 
another term at the Hastings Congress which will 
take place this year. I move that that be done, and 
I hope that: all my friends present from the “ Central ” 
will support me. 

The Prestpent: I will read the paragraph in the 
report which has a direct bearing on this: “ The 
inclusion of a Veterinary Section or Conference in the 
Congresses of the Royal Sanitary Institute is indis- 
putably helptul to the Institute as a progressive body, 
and materially aids public health measures generally. 
I think, however, that there should be a re-modelling 
of its purpose and sphere of usefulness. I recommend 
that the term “ Veterinary Inspector” shoyld be 
struck out, and a section constituted under the title of 
‘Veterinary Preventive Medicine,’ a name more in 
keeping with veterinary science as it stands, and 
affording a wider scope of veterinary activity on which 
the Royal Sanitary Institute and Public Health 
Services might advantageously draw, and, in turn, 
prove helpful to veterinary service itself.’”’ That is 
the salient paragraph and recommendation. It 
seems to me, personally, that it is very desirable 
that a change should take place, and I have no doubt 
that the Royal Sanitary Institute would give very 
careful consideration to any recommendation of this 
kind that we made to them. If it meets with your 
approval, I would like somebody to propose that we 
recommend to the Royal Sanitary Institute that the 
name of the Section be changed to that of The Section 
of Veterinary Preventive Medicine. 


Lieut.-Col. Youna moved accordingly, with the 
addition that requests be made to Alderman Phené 
Neal and to Dr. Charles Porter to lend their support 
to the proposed alteration. 

Major DunkIN seconded the proposition, which was 
carried unanimously. 

(6) The Prestpent: I have a letter here which I 
would like to bring before the Council, although it is 
not a matter with which we can competently deal 
to-day, but I think the circumstances may warrant a 
little relaxation from the general practice. It is an 
invitation to us from the Lord Mayor of Newcastle-up- 
on-Tyne to hold our Congress in Newcastle in 1928. 
(Applause.) Most of the members of the Council are 
aware that the place of meeting for that year can only 
be decided upon at the annual meeting in Torquay, 
and it will accordingly be impossible for this Council 
to give any undertaking whatsoever. But it can, of 
course, bear in mind an invitation which has secured 
priority in point of time. The letter is as follows :— 

“*Lord Mayor’s Chamber, 
Town Hall, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
15th December, 1926. 

**My dear Sir,—I understand that it has been suggested 
that the National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland should be invited to hold the National 
Veterinary Congress in this city in 1928, and that the 
question of venue will be taken into consideration in due 
course. 

“IT gather that it is customary for the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriff (where there is a Sheriff) to attend the Congress 
and offer a Civic Welcome to those taking part in the 
proceedings, and, although the Congress above referred to 
is not to be held until the year 1928, I feel perfectly con- 
fident that I can give an assurance on behalf of my suc- 
cessor in office, and on behalf of the Sheriff of that year, 
that Newcastle will wish to show the same consideration 
to this important body that has been extended to it in 
other places, and you are, therefore, quite at liberty to 
give assurance io this effect at your approaching meeting. 

‘* Believe me, yours faithfully, 
Artuur W. Lampert, Lord Mayor.” 

** Professor Wooldridge, 

Royal Veterinary College. 
Camden Town, London, N.W.1.” 

Major PeeLe: Will you allow me, as a member of 
the North of England Division, to refer to this letter, 
and to say that we in the North are very anxious 
indeed to see the “ National” hold its Congress in 
Newcastle. I do not think that, in all its history, it 
has ever been there. In addition, the Vice-Chancellor 
of Durham University has given me permission to 
say that as far as the University Colleges are concerned 
the Association can be assured of a very hearty wel- 
come, while there will be available the beautiful build- 
ings of Armstrong College, as well as of the College of 
Medicine. (Applause.) Knowing perfectly well that 
nothing can be decided to-day, I do hope that when 
the time comes for the decision to be made this 
invitation will be favourably considered. 

Mr. Hueues: Major Peele will forgive me if I 
correct him in his statement that no annual meeting 
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of the Association has ever been held in Newcastle. 
We have met there, and I well remember the hearty 
greeting we received—a greeting to which I am sure 
we can look forward again with confidence. I too, 
hope that we shall consider this invitation with favour 
when the time comes. 

The PrestpentT: In acknowledging the letter, 
which was addressed to me as President of the 
Association, I made the position clear to the Lord 
Mayor, but pointed out that as his was the first 
invitation received for next year there was every 
probability that it would receive very favourable 
consideration. The Lord Mayor’s letter is supported 
by a letter from Mr. J. R. Rider, the Hon. Secretary 
of the North of England Division. 

It was agreed to send official acknowledgment of 
the invitation from the Lord Mayor of Newcastle, and 
to inform him that his letter would be placed before 
the Annual General Meeting, when there was every 
likelihood that it would receive sympathetic considera- 
tion. It was further dx ided to ask Major Peele to 
convey the feeling of the meeting to the Vice-Chan- 
cellor of Durham University. 

(7) From Mr. J. L. Perry, of Cardiff, embodying the 
suggestion that the membership subscription to the 
Association should be combined with some type of 
insurance scheme. 

The PrestpentT: This is not an entirely new 
suggestion. I have a recollection of such a scheme 
having been brought forward before and that, after 
consideration, it was dismissed as impracticable. 

Major Hospay: I remember that that was so. 

Lieut.-Col. Youna: I would move that, as this is 
rather an interesting suggestion, and one that has 
been acted upon by other associations, the matter be 
referred to the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee for consideration. 

Mr. Mate: I second that proposal, believing 
that this is a matter that might well be discussed. 
Some forms of insurance are quite paying propositions 
—the Master Farriers’ Association have an insurance 
scheme and they make a great deal of money on it, 
insuring blacksmiths, other employees, cars, etc., at 
a much reduced rate compared with other companies. 

The proposition was carried. 

(8) From the Hon. Secretary of the Southern 
Rhodesia Veterinary Association applying for affilia- 
tion with the N.V.M.A., and enclosing a copy of the 
rules of their Association, together with a draft for 
£1 1s. in payment of the affiliation fee. 

The Prestpent: That, I think, marks another 
good step forward with regard to the bringing together 
of the Associations in different parts of the Empire. 
The Council will doubtless grant this application with 
the greatest possible pleasure. 

Dr. BrapLey: I move in that sense, Sir, and that 
a letter embodying that cordial appreciation of the 
action of the Southern Rhodesia Veterinary Association 
be sent. 

Lieut.-Col. Youne seconded the proposition, which 
was carried with acclamation. 

(9) From Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, Chief Veterinary Inspec- 
tor, Sheffield, in the course of which he stated 


that he had received a visit from the Chief Sanitary 
Inspector for the West Riding, who informed him that 
he was visiting a West Riding farm which supplied 
milk to Sheffield for the purpose of taking samples 
from three cows implicated in a tuberculous control 
sample taken a month ago. He informed him that 
under the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, 
as he understood it, Section 1 (2) a sample of milk 
from any cow could only be taken by the person 
inspecting the cows, and under another Section, 15 (4) 
the only person empowered to inspect cows was a 
Veterinary Surgeon or Veterinary Inspector. The 
Sanitary Inspector replied that he had the written 
authority of the Medical Officer of Health to take 
samples, and that he was going to take them, relying 
upon the power given under Section 8 (1) of the Act, 
The matter, so far as Mr. Lloyd could see at present, 
was on somewhat similar lines to that recently stopped 
near or in Preston, Lancs. 

The PrestipeNnT: That letter has only just come to 
hand, and after the notices convening this meeting 
had been distributed, so it was impossible to call a 
meeting of the Veterinary Inspectors’ and Public 
Health Committee to consider it to-day. Is it your 
wish that we should consider it now, or shall we refer 
it to the committee named ? 

Upon the proposition of Mr. Carter, seconded by 
Mr. Masson, it was agreed to proceed with the 
consideration of this communication. 

Mr. Mate: I do not think that this is quite on all 
fours with the Lancashire case, in which the ground 
for complaint was the examination of cows by a 
sanitary inspector. I may be wrong, but I think the 
sanitary inspector has power already to take samples 
of milk, although he should not inspect the cows, of 
course. As far as my reading of the Act goes, the medi- 
cal officer of health can give power to the sanitary 
inspector to take samples of milk, but the inspection 
of cows must be made by the veterinary surgeon. 
Perhaps it is a matter that had better be discussed in 
committee. 

Mr. Gorton: There is a change to take place at a 
very early date in the staff of the West Riding County 
Council, where they are gppointing a whole-time 
veterinary officer, and | think that the trouble which 
has arisen in this matter may cease altogether when 
that appointment is made. The actual making 
of that appointment must be imminent. 

Mr. Masson raised the matter of certain correspon- 
dence which had passed between him and the Clerk 
to the Kingsbridge Urban District Council in reference 
to a report of a meeting of that body, appearing in a 
local paper, in which it was stated that on account of 
the extra work which the sanitary inspector would have 
to perform under the Milk and Dairies’ Order in 
inspecting herds his salary should be increased. He 
(Mr. Masson) had written to the Clerk of the Urban 
District Council, pointing out that it was illegal for 
sanitary inspectors to do such work, and that it was 
clearly laid down in the Order that only a duly 
qualified veterinary surgeon could undertake it. 
He had also pointed out to the Clerk that, to his 
knowledge, a certain local authority had tried to do as 
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the Kingsbridge Council had expressed their intention 
of doing, but had been ruled out of order. He was, 
further, endeavouring to get the local branch of the 
National Farmers’ Union to move in the matter. 

After some discussion, it was decided to refer the 
letter from Mr. Lloyd to the Veterinary Inspectors’ 
and Public Health Committee for consideration. 
A similar course was adopted in regard to the matter 
raised by Mr. Masson, who was requested to furnish 
the committee with full details. 

Elections to Membership. The following gentlemen, 
having duly filled in membership forms and _ paid 
their subscriptions, were elected to membership of the 
Association: Messrs. 8. Anderson (Zomba), R. M. 
Aulton (Thornton-le-Dale), R. F. Bain (Ministry of 
Agriculture), H. Brassey-Edwards (Nairobi), J. Car- 
michael (Kampala), E. A. Comer (Buenos Aires), 
J. Cunningham (Kirkealdy), D. J. Davies (Newcastle 
Emlyn), C. Elphicke (Bedford), L. St. Bel Golledge 
(Sherborne), L. B. A. Grace (Staines), Lieut. A. G. 
Heveningham (R.A.V.C.), Mr. L. Jordan (West 
Bromwich), Lieut.-Col. B. L. Lake (R.A.V.C.), Messrs. 
M. MacColl (Armadale), J. McQuaker (Glenluce), 
l.. M. Magee (Dunboyne), J. de Meza (Zomba), G. O. 
Ogden (Eastbourne), H. O'Leary (Dublin), C. W. 
Pembrey (Haywards Heath), W. Hogarth Scott 
(Dandenong), F. Warren (Tunbridge Wells), W. C. 
Welsh (Newcastle-on-Tyne), and J. D. Williams 
(Hounslow). 

The Prestpent: There is one particularly pleasant 
feature among this excellent list. One member who, 
through negligence more than from any other cause, 
had for some years not paid his subscription, although 
he had been repeatedly appealed to for it, and who 
consequently had his name removed from the list of 
members, has again made application for membership, 
and has paid up all his arrears of subscription. That 
shows that the persistence of the Finance Committee 
and of the Secretary in these matters is well worth 
while, and is sometimes well rewarded. (Hear, hear.) 

Resignations. Several resignations were recorded 
and appropriately considered. 


REpoRtTS OF COMMITTEES. 


ORGANISING ComMitree. Dr. Brapiey, the Chairman 
of the Organising Committee, read the following report 
of this committee. 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was held in 
this room this morning, when Dr. O. Charnock Bradley 
was appointed Chairman. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
published in the Veterinary Record, were confirmed and 
signed as correct. 

A letter was read from the Secretary and Registrar of 
the British Columbia Veterinary Association expressing 
the confident anticipation that the “‘ National’s”’ sugges- 
tion that his Association should affiliate with the N.V.M.A., 
would be accepted by the members. 

Correspondence was submitted from the Assistant 
Secretary of the British Hay Traders’ Association asking 
for the co-operation of the N.V.M.A. in the holding of a 
conference to discuss and determine the form of propa- 
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ganda, on behalf of the horse, which it was proposed by 
his Association to set in motion. 
After consideration, the offer made by the Treasurer to 
prosecute enquiries with a view to ascertaining the stand- 
ing of the Association was accepted. It was further 
decided that in the meantime a non-committal letter be 
sent to the Assistant Secretary asking for further particu- 
lars as to their course of action. If it was then thought 
that the matter was one in which the N.V.M.A. should 
interest themselves, it was agreed that the Treasurer and 
Mr. McIntosh should be asked to represent the ‘ National ” 
at the meetings called for January and March, if invita- 
tions were received. 
The Committee gave consideration to a communication 
received from Mr. A. Croxton Smith embodying a suggested 
scheme for propaganda on behalf of the Association which 
he had been requested to prepare by the Special Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed to confer with him on the matter. 
Tt was felt that this was a matter requiring very careful 
and detailed consideration, and accordingly the Chairman, 
the President, the Hon. Treasurer, Major Hobday and 
Major Kirk were appointed as a Sub-Committee to meet 
during the present week to go into the question and to 
report to a later meeting of the Committee. 
It was decided to recommend to the Council that in the 
meantime the office staff be empowered to furnish the 
Press with such news items as may be forthcoming from 
time to time. 
The Secretary read to the Committee the Report of the 
Assessors for the Clinical Prize Scheme for Students and 
also the average marks gained by the five competitors 
who had submitted contributions for consideration. 
Tt was agreed to recommend to the Council that the 
prizes be awarded as follows :—- 
First Prize, £15, to Mr. A. J. Kennedy, of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

Second Prize, £7, to Mr. G. A. Moore, of the Veterinary 
College of Ireland, Dublin. 

Third Prize, £3, to Mr. R. E. C. Dowling, of the Royal 
Veterinary Coliege, London. 

The Committee further decided to recommend :—-That 
no signatures, initials, or signs of any kind should appear 
on the notes submitted by competitors, but that two 
separate declarations, though on the same sheet, should 
be made, one by the competitor himself, and the other by 
the practitioner or practitioners with whom he had seen 
practice. It is recommended that the regulations govern- 
ing the Scheme be altered accordingly. The best thanks 
of the Committee are due to the Assessors for their services. 

The question of the re-grouping of Divisions is still 
under consideration. 

Dr. Brapiey: I beg to move the reception and 
adoption of this report. The motion was carried 
without discussion. 

PARLIAMENTARY Committee. In the absence of 
the Chairman of this Committee, the PRESIDENT 
moved the reception and adoption of the report of 
the Committee, which was read by the Secretary, as 
follows : 


This Committce met on November 8th, 1926, when 
Professor J. B. Buxton was re-appointed Chairman. 
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Tuberculin. The Secretary read the Reference from 
Council as follows :— 

“To consider the possibility of securing the control of 
the distribution and use of Tuberculin, or, alternatively, 
the control of the Tuberculin Test” 

together with a letter from Major Dunkin relative thereto. 

After discussion, during the course of which the President 
pointed out that the actual terms of reference from the 
Council were capable of being wrongly construed in such 
a way that the Veterinary Profession desired to obtain or 
secure to themselves the control of Tuberculin, it was 
resolved to recommend :— . 

(a) That representations upon this question be made 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health, 
also that the National Farmers’ Union and the British 
Dairy Farmers’ Association be approached with regard to it. 

(b) That any letter submitted to those mentioned above 
should be worded on the following lines :— 

‘That it is desirable that provision be made for the 
control of the distribution and use of tuberculin, and 
further that the distribution should be limited to the 
Veterinary and Medical Professions.” 

(c) That it be left in the hands of a Sub-Committee 
consisting of the President, the Chairman, Major Dunkin 
and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. Dawes), to draw up the 
letters recommended to be sent. 

The report was accepted and adopted without 
discussion. 

VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
ComMITTEE. Mr. Mate, the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, read the following report :- 

A meeting of this Committee was held on November 
8th, 1926, when Mr. G. P. Male was re-appointed Chairman. 

A letter was read from the Ministry of Health stating 
that the request of the Association to be supplied with 
copies of all draft Orders which deal with matters concern- 
ing the veterinary profession has been noted. 

The Committee considered a report from the Secretary 
of the Lancashire Division of an interview between a 
repreventative of that Division on the one hand and the 
Deputy Chief Constable of Cheshire and the County 
Medical Officer of Health on the other, concerning the 
requirement that the previous sanction of the County 
M.O.H. must be obtained before an animal is subjected to 
the tuberculin tests under the Milk and Dairies (Consolida- 
tion) Act, 1915, but decided to take no other action than 
that of sending a copy of the report to the member who 
brought the matter to notice, on the assurance of the 
County M.O.H. that the reference to him was a formal one; 
and that permission to test was never withheld. 

A letter from a member in which he suggested the fixing 
of a fee for each certificate given by a veterinary inspector 
under Section 44 (5) of the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, 
was discussed. It was agreed no action should be taken. 

Further consideration was given to the following Resolu- 
tion from the North of England Division :— 

“That the N.V.M.A. should approach the National 
Farmers’ Union and the Dairy Farmers’ Association on 
the subject of the control of cows reacting to the tuberculin 
test. 

‘“‘ Further, that all milch cows exposed for sale at any 
mart, fair, or sale, should carry with them a veterinary 


certificate to the effect that the animal so exposed had 
passed the tuberculin test within fourteen days of expo- 
sure.” 

Together with the additional recommendation of the 
Council :-— 

“That the sale of milch cows carrying with them the 
veterinary certificate referred to therein should take 
place on certain specified days.” 

The Committee resolved to recommend :— 

(a) That paragraph two of the resolution be deleted as 
being impracticable. 

(b) That if in the opinion of the Council paragraph one 
only of the Resolution should be referred to Divisions 
for discussion and report, steps should first be taken to 
ascertain from the National Farmers’ Union and the 
British Dairy Farmers’ Association whether or not in, 
their opinion the time is ripe for any measure of control 
to be provided for cows that have reacted to the tuber- 
culin test. 

With regard to the additional recommendation of 
Council, it was generally agreed that the desired object 
would be attained if auctioneers instituted sales limited 
to cattle from licensed or tubercle-free herds and other 
tested non-reacting cattle, the latter to carry with them 
a certificate of having passed the test within 14 days of 
the day of sale. 

The Secretary has been instructed to reply to any member 
who applies for information as to fees for duties under the 
Milk and Dairies Act that, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, where there is work under both the Tuberculosis 
Order and the Milk and Dairies Act involving the finding 
of cows giving tuberculous milk, the fees already in opera- 
tion for the Tuberculosis Order of 1925 should apply, but 
where routine or quarterly examinations of a number of 
cows in a certain area have to be made the Committee 
recommend that inspectors should make their own arrange- 
ments with local authorities, according to the size of the 
herds, the distance that has to be covered, and other 
local circumstances. 

Mr. MALE: | move the reception and adoption of 
this report. 

The Prestpentr: You will realise, gentlemen, that 
in this report there is a reference back to the Council 
for an opinion. You will note that the committee 
resolved to recommend : * That if in the opinion of the 
Council paragraph 1 only of the Resolution should 
be referred to Divisions for discussion and report, 
steps should first be taken to ascertain from the 
National Farmers’ Union and the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association whether or not in their opinion 
the time is ripe for any measure of control to be 
provided for cows that have re-acted to the tuberculin 
test.’ Paragraph 1 of the Resolution was this: 
‘That the N.V.M.A. should approach the National 
Farmers’ Union and the British Dairy Farmers’ 
Association on the subject of the control of cows 
re-acting to the tuberculin test." The Council are 
thus asked by this Committee to express an opinion 
on that point, and I am prepared to receive any 
comments on that. 

Mr. Gorton : I think this is a matter on which the 
Association should form an opinion of its own, without 
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first asking for guidance from the National Farmers’ 
Union and the Dairy Farmers’ Association. I think 
the Divisions might be asked to consider whether they 
think the time is ripe for some form of control and, 
if so, what form they think that control should take. 
After we have received their opinions we can, if we 
then think it advisable, ask for the opinions of these 
outside bodies. 

With regard to that part of the report which deals 
with the exposure for sale in markets of cows which 
have passed the test, | am not inclined to support it. 
There is a very real risk that they will pick up the 
infection in markets if these are not disinfected 
in a way which is necessary for the destruction of 
the tubercle bacillus, if present. I am quite sure 
that if we advocate the suggested course we shall be 
advocating a course which is going to give some 
disappointment to the unfortunate purchasers of the 
cows. I beg to move as an amendment to the report 
that that section be withdrawn altogether. 

The PresipEnt: We had better take these two 
points separately. The first is in regard to action 
being taken by submitting the question of the control 
of cows re-acting to the tuberculin test to the Divisions 
before approach is made to the National Farmers’ 
Union and the Dairy Farmers’ Association on the 
subject. 

Mr. Carrer: If Mr. Gofton has moved on that 
point, | beg to second. 

Mr. Mate: May I just say that the resolution was 
worded like that by the Committee to meet the point 
that Mr. Gofton raised at the last meeting. You will 
remember that the committee advised that the 
Divisions should be asked to express their opinion 
on this matter, and I understand at that meeting at 
which I was unfortunately unable to be present- —that 
was objected to by some members as they thought 
that the Divisions might make certain propositions 
and come to some conclusions, and that then steps 
would have to be taken by the “ National ” to carry 
them out, irrespective of the advisability of so doing. 
It was to meet that point that we wished to have the 
opinion of the Council as to whether we should ask the 
National Farmers’ Union and the Dairy Farmers’ 
Association whether the time was ripe first, before 
discussing it amongst ourselves. It is just a question 
of procedure--I do not think it matters very much 
which course we pursue. 

With regard to Mr. Gofton’s second point, I do not 
know how Mr. Gofton proposes that cows which have 
passed the tuberculin test should be disposed of if 
they must not go to the markets. We have advised 
that special days should be set aside for the sale of 
those cows which have passed the test. At the 
present time, of course, they are mixed with other 
cows in the market, and they undoubtedly run a good 
deal of risk, but I think that with the very careful 
measures of disinfection which are carried out in con- 
sequence of the foot-and-mouth disease scare, the risk 
would not be very great if our suggestion of the 
setting apart of a special day for the sale of these 
animals were adopted. 
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Mr. Gorton: It will be remembered that I said 
that there was a risk of the animals picking up the 
infection unless the markets could be disinfected 
in a manner which would ensure the destruction of 
the tubercle bacillus and, with all due respect to Mr. 
Male, I do not think that we can be sure that all 
markets are disinfected in such a way. I suggest 
that it is not a wise procedure for us to recommend 
a course which we know is not free from risk. | 
suggest that the Divisions be asked two definite 
questions: (1) Whether the time has arrived for 
exercising sowe form of control over cows which have 
reacted to the test ; (2) How far control is practic- 
able and what form it should take. 

The PrestpENnt: The object of the recomimenda- 
tion, as I read it, is to reduce risk and not entirely 
to eliminate it, which is impossible. Your proposal 
to delete that from the report would wipe outa 
recommendation which would be a step towards some 
protection. 

Mr. Gorron : We had better leave this matter alone 
than make a recommendation which we know does noi 
eliminate the risk. 

The PrestpEnt: | will first take your opinion with 
regard to the first objection raised by Mr. Gofton, 
that the matter with regard to the control of reactors 
be referred to the Divisions (and not to the National 
Farmers’ Union and the Dairy Farmers’ Association) 
with the definite request for their opinion on his 
suggested two points. 

The Council having accorded assent to Mr. Gofton’s 
proposal in this regard, 

The PresipENt continued : With regard to whether 
or not we should recommend that cattle from licensed 
or tubercle-free herds and other tested non-reacting 
cattle should be exposed for sale at specially instituted 
sales, that is the recommendation of the Committee 
to which Mr. Gofton raises objection, stating that you 
may, at some later date, regret it if you recommend 
that step. I what to know what is your opinion in 
that connection. 

Mr. Mate: May I point out that the Council recom- 
mended (and this was referred to the Committee) 
that the sale of milch cows carrying with them a 
veterinary certificate to the effect that the animal so 
exposed had passed the tuberculin test within fourteen 
days of exposure should take place on certain specified 
days. That was the point the Committee had to 
consider, and the opinion that was arrived at was that 
the desired object would be obtained if auctioneers 
instituted sales limited to cattle from licensed or 
tubercle-free herds and other tested non-reacting 
cattle, the latter to carry with them a certificate of 
having passed the test within fourteen days of the 
day of sale. I do not nkow if it would meet Mr. 
Gofton’s point if it was added that such limited sales 
should take place only after careful disinfection of the 
market. 

Mr. Gorton: Since I have heard this resolution 
read again, it appears to me quite clear that under 
that resolution an animal may be tested in an infected 
herd and if she fails to react she may be put into the 
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market fourteen days after, and it is open to anybody 
to buy her, in the belief that he is buying a clean and 
safe cow. I will give you a concrete example of what 
happens under these conditions. A man purchased 
five cows, all tested by a man whose integrity in 
testing 1 could not doubt for a moment. Six weeks 
afterwards I re-tested those cows and three of them 
went down. They were all tuberculous on  post- 
mortem. That is not by any means an isolated 
instance ; I have had many similar cases, and in the 
face of such experiences I cannot give any support to 
the recommendation of the Committee. 

The Prestpent: May | point out that a recom- 
mendation of that kind in no way carries with it any 
warranty that the animals thus exposed for sale are 
free from tuberculosis. No man puts an animal into 
a clean herd without re-testing. 

Warm support having been accorded Mr. Gofton’s 
views by Lieut.-Col. YounG “as an officer in charge 
of public health work,” the PRrestpeNnT put to the 
meeting the proposition that the paragraph in the 
report with regard to the additional recommendation 
of Council be deleted, and this was agreed nem. con. 

The Council then received and adopted the report, 
as amended. 

Finance Commitrer. Mr. McInrosu (Chairman), 
read the following report of this Committee, and 
moved its reception and adoption. 


The Finance Committee has held two meetings since 
the date of the last quarterly meeting of Council and has 
re-appointed Mr. J. W. McIntosh to the Chair. 

Consideration has heen given to a letter and estimate 
from Messrs. Hudson and Son, which showed that an 
approximate saving of £30 would be effected by omitting 
the pages containing the names of members from the 
Congress Handbook. 

After discussion the Committee decided to recommend 
that the List of Members be retained in the Congress 
Handbook. 

A grant of £20 has been made to the Local Secretary of 
the Provisional Committee to enable him to open an account 
at a local Bank for the purpose of defraying preliminary 
expenses incurred by him in connection with the Torquay 
Congress. 

The Committee recommend to the Council the renewal, 
for a further period of 12 months, of the arrangement 
which terminates on the 3lst December, 1926, under which 
Mr. C. O. Langley, the Association’s Solicitor, is paid-a 
retaining fee of 50 guineas, together with certain expenses. 

The Secretary reported that there were 35 members 
who had not paid their membership subscription for the 
years 1925 and 1926, and whose names would consequently 
be struck off the Roll, under the Association’s Articles, if 
their subscriptions were not forthcoming by December, 
3ist, 1926. 

1t was decided to send a final reminder to the members 
concerned. 

He also reported that 22 members (plus the 35 previously 
mentioned) had not paid this year’s subscription, and was 
instructed as to the action to be taken to secure payment 
of these arrears. 
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Before inviting discussion of the report, the Presi- 
dent called upon the Hon. Treasurer to make a 
statement. 

Mr. West: | have the pleasure to give you a brief 
report of the financial position of the Association to 
the end of the year 1926. 


On December Ist we had a balance at the Bank and 
in hand of £281/13/2, and have since received in 
subscriptions £33/12/0 (including £29/8/0 in advance 
for 1927), for cash and credit sales £49/13/3 (including 
£11/9/0 in advance for 1927), for cash and credit 
advertisements £67/1/0, and for Dividend on War 
Loan £50, reprints £1/17/6, and reporting £6/2/10, 
which brings the total to £489/19/9, from which sum 
the following liabilities have been discharged : 
Hudson and Son’s November account £199/2/10, 
transferred to Petty Cash £50, Guarantee Insurance 
for Staff £3/10/0, and Staff Salaries £64 /11/8. 

The nett results of these transactions is that at 
December 31st we had a trading balance of £172/15/3. 
There is also a sum of £250 on deposit. 

Your authority is now asked for the discharge of the 
December liabilities, which are as follows : Hudson and 
Son’s account £213/16/10, Rent of Chambers £17, 
Income Tax on Interest £7/8/0, and Press cuttings 
account £4/4/0: a total of £242/8/10. I produce 
for your inspection the Pass Books. 

The policy recommended by the Editorial Com- 
mittee and ratified by the Council at its last meeting 
has been adhered to, and I think it will be agreed that 
it has justified itself. Many little and not insignificant 
economies have been carried out, and these have been 
effected with the co-operation and assistance of the 
committees which were interested and concerned, 
These committees, I am grateful to be able to say, 
have been both unanimous and helpful. 

There are good grounds for expecting that the New 
Year will not give the Association undue financial 
anxiety. (Applause.) 

The PrestpENtT: You have heard, in the first 
instance, the report of the Finance Committee. Are 
there any comments upon it ? 

None being forthcoming, the motion that the 
report be received and adopted was put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT: Are there any comments onthe 
Treasurer's statement ? It appears to me to be a 
very satisfactory one, and one that in years gone by 
I would have given a very great deal-to have been 
able to have given. 

Lieut.-Col. Youna: 1 would like to say that the 
Jouncil are to be congratulated on the state of our 
financial affairs, and we have to congratulate ourselves 
on having such an able Treasurer, who is one of the 
most enthusiastic officers we have ever had. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr. Wesr: I have only to say, Sir, that my blushing 
glands have ceased functioning. (Laughter). 

The PrestpeNnt: I have a communication that has 
just been received from the Secretary of the Pro- 
visional Committee which officiated last year in 
Dublin. Arising out of the report of the Finance 
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Committee, you will realise that a grant of £20 was 
made to the Provisional Committee for preliminary 
expenses in connection with this year’scongress. A 
similar grant was made in respect to the Irish meeting, 
and now that the accounts have been duly audited 
I am pleased to say that they are able to return a 
cheque for £4/8/0 from that £20. That is a matter 
for congratulation to the Provisional Committee of 
the Dublin Congress. (Hear, hear.) I do not recall 
money having been returned under those conditions 
on any former occasion. I am sure that the Council 
would wish to express to the Provisional Committee 
of the Dublin Congress their appreciation of the 
handling of the financial aspect of their work. 

The Council assented to the suggestion with 
enthusiasm. 

Sir Joun Moore (Chair- 
man) read the report of this Committee as follows, 
and moved its reception and adoption :— 


This Committee has held eight meetings during the past 
quarter and has appointed Sir John Moore to the Chair. 

It is gratifying to record that the Colonial Office has 
entered into an arrangement with the Committee whereby 
notification is made for publication in the Record of 
appointments to, and transfers in, the Colonial Veterinary 
Service, while at the suggestion of the Colonial Office 
steps are being taken to secure information from the 
Chief Veterinary Officers of the various Dependencies in 
regard to resignations and leave movements of Colonial 
Veterinary Officers. 

At the same time arrangements have been made with the 
Director-General, Army Veterinary Service, for the supply 
of clinical material from the Stationary Veterinary Hos- 
pitals of the Army Veterinary Service. 

Members of Council will have noted the inclusion in 
various issues of the Record during the period under 
review of material supplied by various veterinary organisa- 
tions overseas, amongst which it is particularly gratifying 
to note the report of the meeting of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Kenya Colony and Protectorate at which 
the affiliation with the N.V.M.A. was announced. 

The Committee have felt that it would be desirable to 
publish in the Record more frequently than heretofore 
illustrated biographies of notabilities in the profession, 
and a commencement was made in the issue of December 
18th, when a biography and photograph of the President 
of the N.V.M.A. were inserted. 

In the hope of stimulating the interest of readers of the 
Record in the good work being accomplished by the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, the Committee, in addition 
to the frequent insertion of an announcement relative to 
the Fund in the advertisement columns, have devoted a 
considerable amount of space in the literary pages to 
material setting forth the claims of the Fund upon the 
sympathy of members of the profession. 

The name of Professor J. Douglas Stewart, B V Sc., 
M.R.C.V.S., of the University, Sydney, New South Wales, 
has been added to the list of Colonial Correspondents to 
the Veterinary Record. 

During the past quarter the position as regards the 
securing of advertisements for the Record has remained 
satisfactory. 


The Committee have considered the question of the 
commission allowed to advertising agents in connection 
with announcements in the Record. 


Major Hogpay: May I ask if it is not possible to 
get those advertisements direct from the office, thus 
saving the commission payable to agents ? 

The Prestpent: That matter has been very care- 
fully considered by the Committee, and it was decided 
that some of the advertisements must inevitably 
come through agents. As a matter of fact, however, 
by far the greater proportion do come direct—probably 
less than a dozen come under the heading of indirect 
advertisements. 

The report was received and adopted. 

PROVISIONAL CoMMITTEE. The PRESIDENT re- 
ported verbally upon the proceedings of the Pro- 
visional Committee, in the following terms : I would 
like to take this opportunity of making, after having 
consulted with Mr. Masson, a statement on behalf of 
the Provisional Committee, of which he has been 
appointed chairman. Two meetings of the Provisional 
Committee have already been held—one at Torquay 
on October 30th, and one at Exeter on Monday, 
January 3rd. The first meeting at Torquay elected 
Mr. Masson, of Torquay, as Chairman of the Committee 
and Mr. R. Barons Nelder, of Exeter, as Local 
Secretary. A small Executive Committee was 
appointed to go into details, the consideration of which 
would not necessitate the attendance of the full 
committee. It was decided at the first meeting to 
fall into line with the opinions expressed at several 
of the Congresses of the Association, and institute an 
Inspectors’ Section, for the meetings of which time 
would be afforded which would not clash with other 
meetings of the Association. Further details in regard 
to that were more or less decided at the second meeting 
of the Commitice which was held at Exeter on Monday, 
and which I attended, in conjunction with the Hon, 
Treasurer, when Mr. Masson was in the Chair. At 
that meeting it was reported that the papers that had 
been suggested, and their writers, were as follows :— 

Electro-Therapy in Domesticated Animals—Lt.-Col. E. 
Middleton Perry. 

Diseases of the Teats and Udder other than Mastitis— 
Mr. G. P. Male. 

Lightning and Electric Shock in Animals—Captain 
8. J. Motton. 

Intestinal Parasitism in the Horse and its Treatment— 
Captain A. W. Noel-Pillers. 

Eczema and Mange of the Dog—Major Frank Chambers. 

The Veterinary Surgeon in Relation to Meat Inspection— 
Lt.-Col. T. Dunlop Young. 

Diseases of the Cow critically examined in relation to 
Milk Legislation—Major DeVine. 

It was unanimously decided that the Congress should be 
held during the week commencing September 12th, the 
arrangement of the programme to be as follows :— 
Monday, 12th Sept. Council Meeting. 

Tuesday, 13th Sept. Annual General Meeting. 
Paper—Diseases of the Teats and 
Udder other than Mastitis. 
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6 p.m.—Popular Lecture by Sir 
John M’Fadyean. 

Wednesday, 14th Sept. Morning—Paper — Intestinal 
Parasitism in the Horse and its 
Treatment. 

Morning—Paper—Lightning and 
Electric Shock in Animals. 

Afternoon—Paper—The Veterin- 
ary Surgeon in Relation to Meat 
Inspection. 

A fternoon—Paper—Diseases of 
the Cow critically examined in 
relation to Milk Legislation. 

Evening—? 

Thursday, 15th Sept. | Morning—Paper—Eczema and 
Mange of the Dog. 

Morning—Paper—Electro-therapy 
in Domesticated Animals. 

Afternoon Demonstrations. 
Excursion for ladies. 

Friday, 16th Sept. Excursions. 

With regard to one other point, it has been sug- 
gested from time to time that a Popular Lecture 
should be given, and it has been decided to invite 
Sir John M’Fadyean to deliver this, probably on the 
Tuesday evening. I have approached him personally, 
and he was busy at the time, but he was disposed to 
consider the matter very favourably, though I have 
not yet got a definite acceptance of the invitation. 

As to the headquarters’ hotel, it was suggested that 
we should adopt the Torbay Hotel, as being the most 
central and as affording the best accommodation for 
general purposes, but it will not be possible, so far as I 
can see, for the Annual Dinner to be held there. 

The Provisional Committee you have elected are 
most enthusiastic, and they are very keen on making 
the Torquay Congress a big success. I can assure you 


that it will be no fault of theirs if it is not as great a 
success as any of its predecessors. (Applause.) 

Lieut.-Col Youne: I suggest that, in view of the 
resolution we have carried this afternoon, the 
Provisional Committee be requested to change the 
name of the projected new Section from that of “‘ The 
Veterinary Inspectors’ Section” to that of “The Section 
of Veterinary Preventive Medicine,” thus showing 
that we are prepared to do this ourselves before asking 
the Royal Sanitary Institute to make the change. 

The Council at once adopted the proposal. 

In response to the President’s invitation, Mr. 
Masson said: I think our President has covered 
everything in connection with the proceedings of the 
Provisional Committee to date. I have made a note of 
Colonel Young’s remarks and the Council’s approval of 
his suggestion, and will bring the matter up. 


Report oF DELEGATE TO THE NATIONAL MILK 
CONFERENCE. 

The PresipENT: The next item on our agenda is 
to receive the report of our delegate to the National 
Milk Conference. Mr. Male kindly attended on our 
behalf, and I will now ask him to present his report. 

Mr. MALE: I beg to report that I attended, as your 
delegate, at the National Milk Conference which was 
held at King George’s Hall, Great Russell Street, on 
Tuesday, November 16th, to discuss “ Milk in Relation 
to Public Health.” 

At the morning session, after a short address by 
Mr. Wilfred Buckley, the Chairman, reports from public 
authorities on the present condition of the milk supply 
were made, a number of tables being presented which 
were very interesting. 

In Table I were tabulated the results of examinations 
of samples of milk from various counties and local 
authorities showing the condition of the milk and what 
has been done in the way of sampling and examining 
by the various authorities. 


TABLE III. 


NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF COWS THAT HAVE PASSED OR FAILED TO PAss TUBERCULIN TESTS IN CONNECTION 
witH LICENCES GRANTED BY THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH, 1924 AND 1925, roR THE USE OF THE WorRD “ CERTIFIED ”’ 
AND GRADE A (TUBERCULIN TESTED) IN CONNECTION WITH THE SALE Or MILK. 


| 94-5% 


Number of Tests. Passed. Failed. Doubtful. 
1924 1925 1924 1925 1924 1925 1924 1925 
| 
| 
| 
Total Tests made ..) 11,110 | 14,572 10,292 | 13,655 732 «|= 855 86 62 
| 92-64% | 93-71%] 659% 586%] 0-77% 0-48% 
First Tests (so far as | 1,195 2,034 923 1,453 260 12 61 
officially known) | 77-24%, | 71-4% | 21-76% | 25-6%, 3-0% 
| 
Re-tests «9,918 | 12,538 9,369 | 12,202 472 335 74 1 


97-32% | 2.67% | 0-74% | 


| | 
| 
| | 
| 
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Table II gave the results of examinations of 25 
samples of milk taken at random from London dairies. 
The average bacterial count was 1,890,000 per cc., 
and the number of B. coli varied from 10 to 1,000,000, 
Some of these milks had been pasteurised. 

Table III showed the number and percentages of 
cows that had passed or failed to pass the tuberculin 
tests in connection with licences granted by the 
Ministry of Health. This table is reproduced on the 
preceding page, as it is very interesting. 

Table IV gave the number of special licences 
granted under the authority of the Ministry of Health 
from March 31st, 1920, to June 30th, 1926. 

Table V gave details of bacteriological examinations 
of certified milk made for the Ministry of Health 
1920-25. 

A paper was read by Miss Harriett Chick, D.Sc., 
on “ Milk in Relation to Public Health,” the discussion 
being opened by Dr. Savage. She gave a very 
precise summary of the present condition of the milk 
supply, which was well discussed. 

At the afternoon session the Minister of Health 
(Mr. Neville Chamberlain) took the chair, and gave a 
most interesting address, advocating the increased 
consumption of milk, especially by children, and 
quoting Dr. Mann’s experiments on schoolboys as a 
proof of his contention. 

He said the Government would help by all means in 
their power towards the production of clean milk, 
and he condemned the notion that the presence of 
tubercle bacilli in milk conveyed immunity to the 
human subject. 

Various suggestions made by the National Clean 
Milk Society and others as to steps to be taken by 
public authorities and the Government for the 
improvement of the milk supply were discussed, but 
no special recommendations were made. 

The Conference was robbed of some of its educational 
value since, none of the producers’ organisations was 
represented. It was noticeable also, that very little 
mention was made of the great efforts that are being 
made by the dairy industry itself, and by the veterinary 
profession, to improve the milk supply, but it may be 
said that the conference was successful from the point 
of view of its promoters. 

The PrestpENT : I was able to attend (also as’ your 
delegate) a part of that conference, and I can only 
endorse the report and the conclusions that you have 
heard from Mr. Male. I do not know if there is any 
discussion you wish to raise with regard to this 
report . . . If not, | am sure it will be your wish 
that Mr. Male should receive the best thanks of the 
Council for attending the conference and for giving us 
this admirable report. I give him my _ personal 
thanks for relieving me of a part of that responsibility. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 


RESOLUTIONS FROM DIVISIONS. 


From the West of Scotland Division : 
“ That this Division considers the present position 
of Part-time Veterinary Inspectors under the Milk 
and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914, as unsatisfactory 
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and undignified, and urges the Council of the 

N.V.M.A. to re-open the subject with the Scottish 

Board of Health, with a view to having the restric- 

tion on private practice which is imposed on these 

Inspectors withdrawn.” 

Lieut.-Col. Youne : With regard to this resolution, 
I am informed that the action of the Scottish Board 
of Health is in exact accordance with the wording of 
the Act as it stands, and therefore I fail to see that we 
can take any immediate steps, but in order to show 
that we have sympathy with these men and want to do 
everything we possibly can to help them. I 
move that the matter be referred to the Veterinary 
Inspectors’ and Public Health Committee, and that, 
for the purposes of the consideration of this question, 
one or more Scottish delegates be asked to attend. 

Dr. WuireHouseE: I went somewhat fully into this 
matter with Mr. Campbell, who was really the origin- 
ator of the motion, and the thing that rankles most 
with him is the fact that it is a restriction against 
private practice on the part of veterinary part-time 
men, while there is no such restriction on other 
professional men who hold part-time appointments. 
Everyone is entitled to take private practice except 
the unfortunate veterinary inspector. A good deal 
of leeway is given to the Scottish Board of Health 
in the Act, and they are not exercising their discretion 
in the way represented in the very nice communication 
from them which was read at Dublin. The men con- 
cerned in this complaint are in a very invidious 
position. 

The Presipent: The communication read at 
Dublin from the Scottish Board of Health appeared 
to be a very satisfactory one, and appeared to be 
meeting the case, as made out by the inspectors who 
are involved, but it has since been shown that in 
practice things are not working out as nicely as 
that document led one to believe that they 
would do. I wonder how far it would be satisfactory 
to refer this matter to a small committee elected from 
the Scottish Branch, who would be more conversant, 
not only with the Act, but with its working. They 
could send a full report to the Council. 

Mr. Mate: I do feel that we should support the 
Scottish practitioners in this matter. (Hear, hear.) 
You will remember that the whole of the Council 
considered it, and that representatives came from 
Scotland to put the case before us. As a result, 
representations were made to the Scottish Board of 
Health. The latter do not seem to have carried out 
their part of the bargain very satisfactorily. It 
seems to me absurd that because a man makes 
perhaps, one or two examinations of cows in a year he 
should be precluded from attending any cows in the 
district in which he resides— it is a perfectly untenable 
position for the veterinary surgeon. Surely the 
honesty of the veterinary surgeon in Scotland is equal 
to the honesty of any other professional man there. 
(Applause.) I do feel that they have not had a fair 
chance. The excuse given by the Board is that there 
may be a conflict of interest: I should think that 
there is no professional man who is more often faced 
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with a conflict of interest than is the veterinary 
surgeon, and [I am quite sure that the Scottish 
practitioner can look after both his own interests and 
the interests of the public. We are told, moreover, 
that it is not to the benefit of the part-time inspector 
that he should be allowed to practice ; but from what 
we hear from the Scottish practitioners we know it 
has put some of them in a very precarious position. 
We ought to do everything possible for them. 
I do not know whether the small committee 
suggested would meet the case, or whether 
the representatives of the Scottish practitioners would 
prefer to appear themselves before the whole Council, 
which means a good deal of delay. I think thata 
committee of the “ National” should consider this 
matter in consultation with a sub-committee of the 
Scottish members. 

Major Dunxtn: I do hope that it will go out from 
this Council that we all agree very definitely that 
the position of the part-time inspectors in Scotland is 
unsatisfactory and undignified, but I believe I am right 
in saying that there is a letter in existence from the 
Scottish Board of Health to the committee of the 
Scottish practitioners in which it is definitely stated 
that they have interpreted the Act as it stands. If 
that is their reading of the Act, Sir, I think we should 
only be asking for a rebuff if we went directly or 
indirectly back to the Scottish Board of Health. 
In order to put this matter right, I am strongly in 
favour of placing this question before the Veterinary 
Inspectors’and Public Health Committee and of having 
two or three Scottish practitioners to put their 
position before that committee. 

Mr. McIntrosu: In years gone by I had some 
experience of part-time work in Scotland and am in 
sympathy with the views urged by the part-time 
inspectors. I think it would be useful if this Council 
were able to come to some decision on this matter 
without referring it back to committee. That means 
delay, and I do not think that any advantage would 
accrue from referring it back to a committee. | 
think that a very great hardship and an indignity 
have been put upon the part-time inspectors in 
Scotland when it is remembered that medical men 
are acting as part-time officials under the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act, without any restrictions 
whatever. That is, it appears to me, a distinction 
which ought not to be made. If you are going to put 
restrictions upon part-time veterinarians, put res- 
trictions upon part-time medical officers as well. 
For that reason alone, I think we should re-open the 
matter with the Scottish Board of Health, and see 
if anything can be done to help the part-time inspectors 
of Scotland, who seem to feel this matter very much. 

The PrestpENnT: These considerations were forcibly 
put forward by Colonel Brittlebank back in July when, 
in writing to the Secretary of our Association, he said : 
“These restrictions did, in my mind, savour of a 
suggestion that the veterinarians affected were less 
trustworthy than other professional men concerned, 
and there appears to be no reason to think that such 
suspicions do not still exist in the minds of the powers 
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that be, and I am of the opinion that the Association 
should resist, with all the powers at their command, 
any such imputation or imposition of conditions which 
do not similarly apply to all part-time officials.” 
The letter from the Scottish Board of Health, referring 
to this matter, says: ‘The Board have also given 
their consent to part-time appointments in a con- 
siderable number of Burghs. On 13th November last 
(1925) they met a large and representative deputation 
from the Convention of Royal Burghs in regard to the 
question of part-time appointments, when they 
agreed not to withhold their consent to a part-time 
appointment in any burgh, provided the veterinary 
inspector concerned undertook not to practice among 
the owners of dairy cows in the burgh. All the 
representatives of the local authorities present. 
explicitly agreed that this was a proper undertaking 
to require.” 

Prof. WuireHoUSE : And then they give no appoint- 
ments to those who will not give their consent. 

The Prestpent: You have to decide whether you 
will refer this matter to your Standing Committee, or 
to a Sub-Cominittee of the Scottish Branch. 

Prof. Crata : Might I ask if these appointments have 
been made ? Because it seems to me that if they are 
being made it is time to take action. I see no reason 
why we should not accede to the request of the West of 
Scotland Division and re-open this matter with the 
Scottish Board of Health. I think we should do our 
utmost to act in the interests of the Scottish part-time 
inspectors. It would appear that the Scottish Board 
of Health has, for some reason or other, thought fit 
to impugn the honesty of veterinary practitioners, 
and I feel that we should protest against such an 
imputation with all the power at our command. 

The matter being put to the vote, Colonel Young's 
proposition that it be referred to the Veterinary 
Inspectors’ and Public Health Committee was carried 
unanimously. The Committee was given power to 
act, and was requested to report to the Council at the 
next meeting. 


From the Lancashire Division : 

“That this meeting agrees with the Ministry of 
Agriculture with regard to the danger of sending 
carcases from Foot-and-Mouth infected places into 
other areas, and urges upon the Ministry the necessity 
for the adoption of every possible preventive 
measure against the risk of infection, not only from 
abroad, but from its own actions.” 

Following a brief discussion, the Council passed a 
vote expressing confidence in the judgment of the 
Ministry of Agriculture in dealing with this question. 

The meeting concluded with the according of a 
hearty vote of thanks to the President for his conduct 
in the Chair. 


Erratum.—In Mr. F. W. Chamberlain’s article ‘‘ Ever. 
sion of the Uterus in the Cow,’’ published last week, line 
5, para. 4, col. 1, p. 65, should read ‘‘ a sack of sand across 
the Lorns (not ‘ horns 
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REVIEW. 


“The Meat Industry.’ 


This is the title of a little book edited by Dr. 
Cronshaw and D. J. Anthony, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
(Vict.). The book has, it is stated, met with the 
approval of the Chairman of the Committee appointed 
for that purpose by the National Federation of Meat 
Traders’ Associations, as a Text Book suitable for 
students studying for their Diploma. 

The authors believe that “the book should prove 
useful to veterinary surgeons, especially those who are 
meat inspectors and veterinary students.”’ We sub- 
mit that any veterinary inspector who is not already 
familiar with the contents of the book is not familiar 
with his work. The authors have been very fortunate 
in gaining much advice from Mr. A. E. Marsh, J.P., 
one of the most brilliant and progressive business men 
in England. 

The contents are divided into two parts. Part (1) 
deals with Salesmanship, Scales and Weighing, Breeds 
of Food Animals, Production and Distribution of 
Meat, Preservation of Meat, By-products and Small 
Goods, and Public Health Regulations. Part (2) deals 
with the Skeleton and Internal Organs, Slaughter 
and Dressing, the carcase as to quality, age, sex, 
cutting up of joints, and a short chapter on Diseases, 
including tuberculosis, swine erysipelas and fever, 
joint-ill, blackquarter, abscesses, actinomycosis, 
Johne’s disease, pneumonia and pleurisy ; parasitic 
diseases, scheduled diseases, effects of drugs and food, 
putrefaction and meat poisoning. The chapter on 
Breeds of Animals is quite good. There are twenty- 
eight diagrams , those showing sides of veal, mutton, 
pork and bacon are very diagrammatic—they would 
have been much better if photographs had been taken 
of the actual sides and the joints marked in. 

As the book has only xiii +57 pp., the subject matter 
is brief, especially that relating to diseases, but this is 
satisfactorily explained by the authors’ statement that 
“* special care has been devoted to obtain an essentially 
elementary treatment of the subjects.” 

The book is well produced with clear print and, at 
6s. net, ischeap. To those interested in the elementary 
branches of the subject, this little book will form a 
useful addition to the library. 


R.S.I. Meat Inspection Course. 


As noted in our advertisement columns, the Royal 
Sanitary Institute Spring Term programme includes a 
course of lectures and demonstrations for Meat and Food 
Inspectors. The course, which is of a systematically 


practical nature, commences on Friday, February 18th, 
and includes cattle market visits and lectures and demon- 
strations at the Institute, 90 Buckingham Palace Road, 
8.W. Application to the Director, E. White Wallis, Esq., 
F.S.E., will secure full particulars. The lectures are 
followed by the standard examinations of the Institute, 
which are recognised in all parts of the British Empire. 


CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


Result of Post-mortem Examination of Clinical Case, 
recorded by H. Llewelyn-Jones, Denbigh, in the 
“ Veterinary Record,’’ dated January Ist, 1927. 


The cow was laid on her left side and the right = 
leg removed ; then the skin and flesh were stripped 
from the ribs, and the latter removed with a saw. 
I failed to measure the amount of liquid that escaped 
from the chest cavity, but I should say it amounted 
approximately to 10 quarts. It resembled mud- 
coloured water and was not offensive. 

At first there was no sign of a lung, but after 
emptying the chest, I discovered the remnants of it 
by tracing the trachea and bronchus, and it resembled 
a sodden mass of brown paper or thin leather, which 
could be contained in a quart measure. I could make 
nothing of its structural nature beyond bronchial 
tubes and their ramifications. There was a thick, 
brownish-coloured fibrinous deposit on the parietal 
pleura, but I could not discover a visible rupture of 
the intercostal muscles. The left lung was simply 
one large mass of hydatid cysts—numbering hun- 
dreds— varying in size from that of a walnut to that of 
a goose-egg, with lung tissue in the comparatively 
small spaces between them. It is only reasonable to 
assume that the right lung was exactly like it prior 
to the animal being taken ill. I am of the opinion 
that the sudden onset of the trouble was due to the 
rupturing of some—and probably many— of the cysts. 
and that they continued to rupture until the whole 
lung was converted into the mass which it presented 
when I opened the chest. 

How the animal got sufficient oxygen through that 
one lung I do not know, and I cannot explain why 
some pulmonary troubles were not in evidence prior 
to the 30th August. Moreover, I found the liver in 
exactly the same state as the left lung. It was one 
mass of cysts and weighed 5&8lbs. I plead guilty to 
neglect when I admit that I did not send portions of 
these organs to a helminthologist to ascertain the 
name of the cyst. There were no cysts in any of the 
other organs. H. LiEwetyn-Jones. 


Coal Gas Poisoning. 
By T. F. Prime, M.R.C.V.S., Upper Norwood. 


From time to time I get quite a number of dogs and 
cats suffering from coal gas poisoning, owing to the 
liability of the animals, when playing about or chasing 
a mouse, to turn on the gas tap. In mild cases fresh 
air, stimulants, etc., soon bring them round, but 
occasionally one gets one which remains semi-con- 
scious for days. Owing to the chemical change which 
takes place in the blood, ordinary treatment seems to 
have little or no effect, and the animal dies in a few 
days, giving off coal gas in its breath and in its 
emanations from the body. Apparently, the only 
treatment which is likely to be of use is the one 
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adopted in the London hospitals, namely, bleed the 

animal, and, as transfusion of blood is difficult in 

small animals, a saline solution should be injected 

instead. 

Reduction of Scrotal Hernia by Fixing the Bowel to 
the Abdominal Wall. 


By D. E. Witkinson Class C, Royal Veterinary 


On December 20th last, I was asked by a breeder to 
examine a Bedlington terrier puppy, four and a half 
months old, which he feared had a scrotal hernia. 

I found his fears verified, a large loop of the small 
intestine being easily seen lying in the scrotum. In 
addition to this, the puppy had a ventral hernia to 
the right side of the middle line and mid-way between 
the scrotum and the preputial opening. 

The owner wished to have the puppy operated 
upon, giving his consent to castration if this could not 
be avoided. As, however, the dog was exceedingly 
well bred, I wished to avoid this if possible. 

On December 21st, I administered 1 gr. morphine 
sulphate, hypodermically, and thus obtained pro- 
found narcosis. The dog was placed in the dorsal 
position, on an operating table, and, although he had 
been fasted and the morphia produced vomition, | 
was very gratified to find that when the dog was placed 
on his back the scrotal hernia did not recede. Chloro- 
form was administered and the thighs, scrotum and 
abdomen were cleaned with «ther and well-painted 
with tr. iodi. I made an incision over the site of the 
ventral hernia and, taking up the loop of bowel there 
presented between my finger and thumb, drew it 
gently outwards through the operation wound, care- 
fully watching the scrotal hernia at the same time. 

The herniated bowel in the scrotum could be noticed 
slowly leaving that sac as I applied gentle traction 
to the exposed part of the gut. Drawing this well 
forward until no portion of it remained in the scrotum, 
I now, with a milliner’s needle, carefully passed about 
one quarter of an inch of No. 4 plaited suture silk 
along the long axis of the gut, inside the visceral 
peritoneum. I then took a good hold of the abdominal 
wall with the same suture, tied it, and thus ** anchored”’ 
the gut to the floor of the abdomen, hoping thus to 
arrest its descent into the scrotum. The scrotal 
hernia was not otherwise interfered with. 

The ventral hernia was closed by interrupted sutures 
of plaited silk, the skin treated in the same manner 
and painted with tr. iodi. An Elizabethan collar was 
put on the dog to prevent his licking the woundi and 
he was kept on a fluid diet for ten days, with the 
addition of a teaspoonful of liquid paraffin daily. 

On the second day he showed some colic, grunting, 
straining and passing a little blood, and I feared my 
suture would tear out. This, however, passed off 
under anodyne treatment and the patient was dis- 
charged cured on January 4th. 

There is now no trace of the scrotal hernia and, 
beyond a little thickening over the side of operation, 
none of the ventral hernia. 
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ABSTRACTS. 


Thymus of a Calf affected with Tuberculosis. By 
M. J. Verge and M. Barat. (Revue Générale de 
Médecine Vétérinaire), 15 Decembre, 1926.] 


Lesions of the thymus are rare ; alterations due to 
tuberculosis of this organ are exceptional.(1) There- 
fore, it appears to us so interesting that we give in 
detail a case of tuberculosis of the thymus associated 
with extensive specific lesions in a bull calf about six 
or eight weeks old slaughtered in the abattoirs at 
Villette, Paris. 

An inspection of the carcase showed, on the peri- 
toneal surface of the diaphragm, fibro-calcareous 


growths with areas about the size of the palm of the: 


hand. The liver contained throughout the 
parenchyma thirty to forty caseo-calcareous nodules, 
some of which were visible without cutting. The 
portal lymph glands were enlarged to the size of an 
apple and caseo-calcareous. The spleen was uneven 
and contained numerous nodules scattered through- 
out the tissue ; they were caseo-purulent. 

The lumbar, precrural, iliac and popliteal lymph 
glands did not show any lesions. The lungs, after 
careful examination, appeared sound, but their 
lymph glands, as also the glands at the entrance to the 
chest, were tuberculous. The cardiac lymph gland 
was enlarged; the suprasternal glands were not 
altered in appearance. 

The thymus, normal in size, on being cut showed 
two types of lesions ; tubercles, caseous and calcareous, 
grating when being cut; abscesses, caseo-purulent, 
about the size of a filbert, the pus varying in con- 
sistency and greenish in colour. 

A bacteriological examination of smears from the 
liver, spleen, glands of the lungs, also of the caseous 
lesions of the thymus, showed acid-fast bacilli, three 
or four in the field, one only in the field of the smears 
from the calcareous lesions of the thymus. 

Although no inoculations into guinea-pigs were made, 
we have no doubt that the bacilli were those of Koch, 

(1) M. Guérin, chief veterinary officer at Villette, had 
seen one case of the same disehse in the thymus, but it 
was not published. 


A RAPLD METHOD FOR PERFORMING THE. AGGLUTINA- 
TION TEST IN THE SERUM DIAGNOSIS OF BANG’s 
ABORTION DISEASE IN CATTLE. 


The striking results obtained by Noble in the 
detection of specific substances in the serum diagnosis 
of infectious diseases, prompted the authors to apply 
a similar technique for the rapid diagnosis of contagious 
abortion in cattle. 

Using the ordinary slow method, a common way of 
obtaining dilutions of 1 in 25, 1 in 50, 1 in 100, 1 in 200 
and 1 in 400 is to add -08, -04, -02, Ol and -005 c.c. of 
undiluted serum to two c.c’s. of antigen, and in the 
elaboration of the rapid test, the authors decided to 
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keep to those definite amounts of serum. Tubes 
are not required, but glass slides are ruled off into 
inch squares and large enough to hold five amounts 
of serum from several animals. The method of 
preparing the antigen is worthy of note, and what is 
aimed at is the production of a highly sensitive, 
concentrated suspension of B. abortus. When a 
luxuriant growth of the organism appears on the 
surface of agar it is washed off with a solution con- 
taining 12 per cent. sodium chloride and -5 per cent. 
phenol, care being taken not to use too much liquid. 
After filtration, the suspension is carefully standardised 
by means of the nephelometer, and the PH adjusted 
to 6°8 in order to obtain flocculation at the greatest 
speed. A definite amount (-04 c.c.) of this standard- 
ised antigen is now added to the serum on the glass 
squares, and serum plus antigen are well mixed with a 
tooth pick. Since cold retards the reaction, it is 
advisable to raise the sera to room temperature, 
when flocculation begins immediately and is complete 
in five minutes. The reading of results seems to 
present no great difficulty. 


The two methods—rapid and slow—have been 
compared on 2,000 samples of bovine sera and the 
results have proved identical in 100 per cent. of cases. 
The authors are of the opinion that such a test, 
properly conducted, would reduce the time now 
required to perform the test and, furthermore, would 
make possible its application by veterinary surgeons 
in the field. 


(I. F. Huppieson and E. R. Cartson. 
Assoc. Vol. 23. No. 2). 


J. A. V. M. 
W. L. 8. 


Stenson’s duct, canal, etc., are named after Nicholas 
Steno or Stenson (1638-1687), Danish anatomist, who in 
1660 described with accuracy the lachrymal gland and 
passages, and re-discovered the parotid duct. 

* * * * * 

The laryngoscope was invented about 1850 by Manual 

Garcia, the celebrated singing master, and perfected by 


Czermak and others. 


The Meningococcus was discovered in 1887 by Weichsel- 


baum. 


* * * * 


In the same year Bruce discovered the bacillus of 
Malta fever. 
In 1895 the discovery of the X-ray was made by William 
Conrad Roentgen. He made the announcement at that 
time of the relation of mosquitoes to the spread of malaria_ 


* * * * * 


Alkali is an Arabic term originally applied to the ashes 
of plants, from which, by lixiviation, carbonate of soda 
was obtained in the case of sea-plants, and carbonate of 
potash in that of land plants.—-H. K. 


Australian Association for the Advancement of Science. © 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS BY Professor J. D. Stewart, 
B.V.Se., M.R.C.V.S. 


The eighteenth meeting of the above Association 
was held at Perth, Western Australia, during the 
week commencing 23rd August last, and was attended 
by some three hundred members, half of whom were 
delegates from other States, the presence of some 
necessitating travelling over a thousand miles. Of the 
different sections, that of Veterinary Science was well 
represented, and a most interesting and profitable 
time was spent by the delegates. The Presidential 
Address, an abstract of which is reproduced below, 
was delivered by Professor J. D. Stewart, B.V.Sc., 
M.R.C.V.S., on the “Relationship of Veterinary 
Science to the Prosperity of the State,” and among 
the papers subsequently submitted were the following : 
“The use of Isolated Guinea-pig Uterus in Protein 
Differentiation,” by A. W. Turner, B.V.Sc.; “ Tick 
Paralysis in Australia,” by I. Clunies Ross, B.V.Sc. ; 
“The Presence of Bacillus Botulinus Type B in 
Carrion,” by Dr. Seddon and H. R. Carne ; “ A Study 
of the Intermediate Hosts of the Liver Fluke ( Fasciola 
hepatica),’ by A. C. Mackay, B.V.Sc.; and “A 
Disease in Western Australian Sheep which resembles 
Braxy,” by H. W. Bennetts, B.V.Sc. The discussion 
of the subject matters was well sustained and much 
useful information was exchanged. The members of 
the Veterinary Science Section also took part in joint 
discussions on matters of interest to several sections, 
such as “ Poisonous Plants,” “ Water Supply,” and 
“The Biological Control of Pests,” and committees 
were recommended to carry out research along 
definite lines. 

The visiting delegates were cordially received and 
most generously entertained by the members of the 
Veterinary Association of Western Australia, and at 
the close of the session expressed their high apprecia- 
tion of the efficient manner in which the Honorary 
Secretaries, Messrs. Weston and Filmer, had carried 
out their duties. 

The next meeting of the Association is to be held 
in Tasmania, in 1927. 


Professor STEWART, who is Dean of the Faculty of 
Veterinary Science in the University of Sydney, in his 
address from the Chair, gave a résumé of the growth of 
veterinary science from the establishment of the first 
veterinary school in 1762, at Lyons, to its present 
stage of development, outlined its activities and 
indicated the directions in which it might be further 
applied with advantage. The chief objective of veterinary 
science and the primary duty of the veterinary services 
of the Commonwealth was, he said, to protect the interests 
of the pastoral industry, the most important of our primary 
industries, and to safeguard the revenue it produced by 
maintaining good health in our flocks and herds. Refer- 
ence was made to the important part veterinary science 
had played in assisting the development of Australia by 
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preventing the introduction of many of the various animal 
plagues that prevailed in other countries and by stamping 
out several that gained entrance there. Among the 
latter, special mention was made of foot-and-mouth disease, 
which was at the present time causing much trouble and 
heavy losses in England and some of the States in America. 
The experience gained in 1923 during the outbreak of 
rinderpest in Western Australia went to prove how very 
necessary it was for Australia to maintain a complete state 
of preparedness immediately to combat the incursion of 
those foreign epizootics. 

Attention was drawn to the possibility of foreign 
diseases, such as rabies, being introduced into Northern 
Australia by irregular traffic, and a complete veterinary 
survey of the Northern Territory and the North-West 
portion of the continent was strongly urged. It was 
possible that some diseases might be existing there of 
which they had no knowledge, but which might spread 
southward, as tick fever had done, and do considerable 
harm. The animal quarantine procedures constituted 
but the first line of defence and should not be completely 
relied on for absolute protection. A greater degree of 
security was to be obtained by also expanding the veter- 
inary organisations in the different States to assure rapid 
diagnosis and speedy application of repressive measures, 
should any epizootic escape or break through the quaran- 
tine cordon. The added protection that expansion would 
give appeared to justify the Federal Government in assist- 
ing the States to develop their veterinary services. 


While the list of animal diseases that had been kept out 
of Australia was lengthy and formidable, it must be recog- 
nised that quite a number had succeeded in establishing 
themselves there and each year exacted heavy toll from 
the pastoral industry. After dealing with the control of 
diseases such as tuberculosis, contagious pleuro-pneumonia 
and anthrax, the Professor went on to state that, as with 
the various bacterial diseases with which they had to 
contend, the great majority of parasitic affections had been 
introduced. They were, indeed, numerous and the depre- 
dations they caused in animal health and productivity 
were serious, especially in areas where the climatic con- 
ditions were favourable for their development. Effort 
in past years to combat the ill-effects of many of those 
parasitic affections had been more or less unsatisfactory 


owing to absence of knowledge of the life history of the: 


parasite concerned ; and, in the case of internal parasites, 
had been commonly directed towards their expulsion after 
infestation had occurred and damage done to the health 
of their hosts. But with a fuller knowledge of the life- 
cycle of these parasites, attention was being concentrated 
on prevention of infestation by bringing about their des- 
truction during the most vulnerable stage in their develop- 
ment outside their hosts. Of recent years, rapid advance 
had been made in the study of parasites, and as progress 
depended largely on the manner in which each country 
added its quota of research, the desirability of special 
provisions being made in Australia for parasitological 
investigations was strongly advocated. Moreover, varia- 


tion in development owing to adaptation to new environ- 
ments made it unsafe unreservedly to accept the results 
of research carried out in other countries under different 
conditions and blindly to follow practices recommended 
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for adoption under unlike circumstances. The relatively 
small amount of veterinary parasitological research that 
had been carried out in Australia was remarkable, con- 
sidering the wide field that obtained and the importance 
of the subject. The reason was not to be sought in want 
of training, as parasitology was well provided for in the 
curriculum of each of their veterinary schools, but in the 
absence of facilities and encouragement for research work 
after graduation. Reference was made to the remarkable 
advance in veterinary research that had taken place in 
other countries, and the establishment of research institu- 
tions in each State was strongly urged. 

Desirable extensions mentioned of the application of 
veterinary science to increase production, included animal 
genetics and improved methods of feeding. After dealing 
with the necessity of evolving more suitable breeds of beef 
cattle for the better utilisation of much of the tropical 
territory in Australia, the Professor mentioned that the 
placing on the market of synthetic wool had been the 
subject of much discussion among wool growers, and that, 
while this material was not likely to compete with the fine 
wools of high quality, there existed a grave possibility 
that it might affect the sale of many coarse wools of low 
quality. The manner in which “artificial silk” had 
gained a permanent place on the market at the expense of 
the worm-silk industry afforded a lesson that it was unsafe 
to ignore, and sheep-breeders would be well advised to 
take advantage of the benefits to be derived from the 
scientific study of sheep-breeding for wool production. 
Many other countries had acknowledged the benefits to be 
obtained from research in animal genetics by making 
generous provision for the encouragement of this somewhat 
new branch of science. So far, no action in this direction 
had been taken in Australia, but it was a development 
that she could not afford to neglect if she wished to main- 
tain her position in the world’s markets as a supplier of 
animal products. 

In conclusion, attention was drawn to the fact that the 
veterinary service of the Commonwealth was sadly under- 
manned, the proportion being 1 for every 434,600 head of 
live stock (swine excluded), which was low when compared 
with 1 for 15,000 in the United Kingdom. The necessity 
for further encouragement was therefore obvious, and the 
adoption of a system similar to ‘that in Norway, to secure a 
wider distribution of veterinary service, was recommended, 
In New South Wales a start had been made by appointing 
resident veterinary officers to important districts ; so far, 
two such appointments only had been made, but so great 
had been the appreciation of stock owners that urgent 
demands had been received for a considerable extension 
of the system. Those resident veterinary officers were 
full-time Government officials and, while their appointment 
to some districts could be justified adequately on economic 
grounds, there were many other districts where that could 
not be done. Still much more could be accomplished, 
however, than was being attempted in connection with 
o fering encouragement to private practitioners to settle 
in country centres by the State or local authorities appoint- 
ing them as part-time officers to carry out the duties requir- 
ed by laws controlling the inspection of animals and 
their products. As the most beneficial results were to 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these eolumns. 


Diary of Events. 


Jan. 26th Meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan 
Division at the Anatomy Lecture Theatre 
of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 

Jan. 27th—-Annual Meeting and Dinner of the South- 
Eastern Division at Tonbridge. 

Jan. 28th- Annual Meeting and Dinner of the Royal 
Counties’ Division at Reading. 

Meeting of the Yorkshire Division at 
Leeds. 

Feb. 2nd—-Meeting of the Lancashire Division at 

Manchester. 


R.V.C. Funp. 

We are glad to be able to inform our readers that 
although the Appeal on behalf of the above Fund has 
only just been issued, there is every indication that 
members of the profession will make a substantial 
response. In addition to a number of donations 
already received, a former student of the College who, 
for the present, desires to remain anonymous, has 
made an offer to contribute a sum of fifty guineas 
provided nineteen others members of the profession 
subscribe an equal amount. We have every confi- 
dence that the nineteen will readily come forward 
and thus translate this sporting offer into a thousand 
guineas towards the Fund,which, under the terms of 
the Goverment grant, will be equivalent to an addi- 
tional thousand guineas from the Development Fund. 

Amongst those who will be asked to become 
Patrons and serve on the Committee on behalf of 
the Royal Veterinary College will be the following :— 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ; 

Their Graces the Dukes of Bedford, Devonshire, 
Portland, Richmond and Gordon, and Westminster ; 

The Most Hon. the Marquises of Crewe, and Lin- 
colnshire ; 

The Earls of Bathurst, 
and Yarborough ; 

The Rt. Hon Viscounts Astor, Elveden, Lascelles ; 

The Rt. Hon Lords Glanely, Harlech, Broughan 
and Veaux, and Woolavington ; 

Major Sir Leonard Brassey, Sir Walter Gilbey, 
Sir Gilbert Greenall, Sir William Portal, and others. 


Northbrook, Manyers, 


(Continued from previous page. ) 

be obtained by co-operative effort, it was open to stock 
owners also to assist by private contributions in accordance 
with mutual arrangements based on the nature of the 
services desired. While stock owners would directly 
benefit by better organisation of the veterinary service, 
all members of the community would participate to a 
greater or less extent in the advantages that would accrue 
from the wider application of veterinary science stimulating 
production and thus increasing national revenue. 


A SERVICE AGREEMENT ACTION. 


Before His Honour Judge E. H. Chapman, at the 
Caistor County Court, on January 13th, the case of Charles 
Herbert Porter, veterinary surgeon, Market Rasen, v. 
Arthur Scotson, veterinary surgeon, also of Market Rasen, 
adjourned from the Market Rasen Court the previous 
month, was heard. For the plaintiff it was stated that 
at the last Court an interim injunction had been obtained 
restraining defendant from practising in the district, and 
a hope was expressed that a settlement would be arrived 
at in the meantime. This, however, had not been done. 
The claim was for £50 damages for breach of service agree- 
ment, and he also asked for an injunction to restrain the 
defendant from practising contrary to that agreement. 
Plaintiff had bought a practice in Market Rasen, and after 
a time the defendant carried on the veterinary practice 
for him. He signed an agreement. On the 3lst July 
plaintiff took over his practice again, but since then the 
defendant had been practising on his own account and 
had got a surgery almost opposite the plaintiff’s house. 
The defending barrister questioned the validity of the 
agreement. According to this agreement, Mr. Scotson 
was not to practise within a radius of 20 miles of Market 
Rasen. This, it was contended, was unreasonable, counsel 
quoting cases in support of this view. It eliminated com- 
petition and the distance was excessive ; it was prejudicial 
to the interests of the community. His Honour said that 
in view of the decisions given in previous cases on this 
point, he found that the agreement was invalid, and gave 
a verdict for the defendant with costs.— Lincoln Echo. 


IntTeR-County CLEAN MILK COMPETITION FOR ENGLAND 
AND WALES. 


“Tn consultation with the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, the British Dairy Farmers’ Association have 
adopted a scheme for an Inter-County Clean Milk Com- 
petition with the object of encouraging improved methods 
of milk production,” says the January number of the 
Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture. ‘“‘ The competition 
is open to all Counties in England and Wales; and the 
‘ Stapleton ’ Cup will be awarded to the competing County 
that, in the opinion of the judges, has made the greatest 
progress in clean milk production during the competition 
year, which runs from July Ist to June 30th. The first 
award will be announced at the Dairy Show in October, 
1927, for the year ending June, 1927. 

“The awards will be made mainly on progress shown 
under the schemes of technical assistance in clean milk 
education provided by local education authorities and 
assisted by the Ministry. A number of counties have for 
several years held clean milk competitions for farmers in 
their areas, and competitions in the best methods of 
milking. The Inter-County Competition now established 
will take into account the results reached in the county 
clean milk and milkers’ competitions for the year, the 
attendance of farmers at clean milk demonstrations, and 
the numbers of producers in the county who hold licences 
for Certified, Grade ‘A’ (T.T.), and Grade ‘ A’ milk. 
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“In addition to the award of the ‘Stapleton’ Cup, 
valuable prizes are offered for the three leading com- 
petitors in the Clean Milk Competition of the winning 
county, together with money prizes, etc., for their head 
cowmen. 

“Eighteen counties have provisionally entered the 
current year’s competition, and there is little doubt that 
a keen contest will ensue. Further particulars may be 
obtained from the Secretary, British Dairy Farmers’ 
Association, 28 Russell Square, London, W.C.1.” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Lonpon GazeTrE. OFFIcE. TERRITORIAL ARMY. 

Jan. 4th.-Major P. W. Dayer Smith, O.B.E., T.D., 
vacates the appointment of D.A.D.V.S. of a Division and 
is appointed to command a Mobile Veterinary Section 
(January Ist). Major R. F. Wall, T.D., is appointed 
D.A.D.V.S. of a Division (January Ist). 

Jan. 7th.—Major A. B. Mattinson, O.B.E., M.C. (Major, 
Reserve of Officers), is appointed D.A.D.V.S. of a Division 
(October 13th. 1926). 

* * * aK * 

The following candidates were successful in the October 
examination in written subjects at Home Stations, with 
a view to promotion :— 

Maj. Andrews, J. O., D.S.O.; Capts. Oxspring, G. E., 
Hughes, H. J., M.B.E., Southall, J.. Murphy, M. A., 
Bond, R. E., Connochie, W. D. (Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps). 


R.C.V.8. Osrrvary. 


Carrer, P., Bank Top, Blackburn, Lancs. Graduated 
London, 2lst December, 1909. Died January, 1927. 
Davey, George M., 71 Leeds Street, Liverpool. Graduated 
Edinburgh, 27th Apri!, 1881. Died 6th January, 1927. 

““ Major Davey was.” says 7T'he Liverpool Post, ‘‘ one of 
the most prominent veterinary surgeons in Liverpool and 
district. He came to the city many years ago as an 
assistant, and by his skill and zeal soon made his mark. 
A great deal of his work was done for the Army, both 
Regular and Territorial, and he served in France with the 
Army Veterinary Corps, retiring with the rank of major. 
He is survived by his widow.” 


R.C.V.S. 


The following books have been added to the Library 
during the past week :--White: ‘‘ Animal Castration ” ; 
Bernhard-Smith : “Poisonous Plants ”’; Kinsley 
“Swine Practice’; Scales: ‘‘ Practical Microscopy ”’ ; 
Banham: ‘‘ Veterinary Posology ”’ (new edition) ; Wen- 
yon: ‘‘ Protozoology ” (two volumes) ; Bergey : ‘‘ Manual 
of Determinative Bacteriology ’’; Thom and Hunter: 
“ Hygienic Food Handling”; Leighton: ‘‘ Meat Inspec. 
tion Regulations (Scottish) ”: and Curtis: ‘‘ Live Stock 
Judging and Selection.” 

Books may be borrowed from the library by members 
of the College on payment of postage both ways. Apply 


to the Librarian, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. 
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ULstTER VETERINARIANS AND Sir JAMES CRAIG. 


The following telegram of congratulation was sent to 
the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland by Mr. J. Ewing 
Johnston, M.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., President of the North of 
Ireland Veterinary Medical Association :—‘‘ The President 
and members of the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical 
Association heartily and sincerely congratulate Sir James 
and Lady Craig on their well-deserved New Year’s honour, 
and pray that they may be long spared to enjoy our King’s 
recognition.” 

Writing in reply, the Prime Minister said :—‘‘ My dear 
Ewing Johnston. --Ever so many thanks for your kind 
telegram of congratulation on your own behalf and that of 
the members of the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical 
Association, which my wife and I deeply appreciate. I 
am sure you will generously forgive this typewritten — 
acknowledgment, and realise that I only reply in this way 
owing to the enormous number of letters and telegrams 
which are reaching me, and will understand that I am 
none the less deeply grateful, though unable to answer in 
my own hand. We both join in renewed hearty thanks 
and in all good wishes for the New Year.—-Yours sincerely 
(Signed) James Craig.” 


InsPEcToORSHIP ITEMs. 


At a joint meeting of representatives of the Pembroke- 
shire Agricultural Committee and the Public Health, 
called to consider the appointment of a veterinary surgeon 
under the Milk and Dairies Order, it was decided to recom- 
mend that the county medical officer (Dr. H. Middleton) 
be authorised to instruct the present veterinary surgeon 
of the County Council (Mr. A. J. 8. Reynolds) Haverford- 
west), to advise him in all cases in which he required the 
services of a veterinary inspector. It was further sug- 
gested that this arrangement be put into force for 12 
months. 

The action of the joint meeting was unanimously 
confirmed by the Public Health Committee on Saturday, 
on the motion of the chairman (Alderman Hugh Williams). 

* * * * * 

At a meeting of Dublin Co. Committee ot Agriculture, 
a resolution was passed expressing the opinion that the 
veterinary surgeons holding appointments in the rural 
districts should, as far as possible, be resident in the rural 
districts. , 

* * * 

The Ministry of Agriculture propose to insert a clause 
in the proposed new Sheep Scab Order, which provides 
that if the owner is not satisfied as to the accuracy of the 
diagnosis made by the veterinary inspector of the local 
authority he may, within seven days, give written notice 
of objection. accompanied by a certificate from a veterin- 
ary surgeon in support of the objection. Thereupon the 
local authority shall cause their veterinary ,inspector to 
furnish to the Ministry such information as may be required 
for the purpose of a veterinary examination by the Minis- 
try, whose chief veterinary officer’s decision shall be 
conclusive. 


Anthrax at the Zoo.—Anthrax has been established as 
the disease from which the two elephants, Indiarani and 
Sundermallah, died at the Zoo during Christmastide. 

The elephants contracted anthrax in its deadliest form— 
internal —by swallowing the disease spores in an imported 
article of food. 

The four men who contracted the outward form of 
anthrax while handling the carcases were treated with 
serum, and on inquiry last night, says the Daily Express 
of January 17th, were reported to be progressing favour- 
ably. 

ini of Health experts have gone into the whole 
matter of the outbreak. and the Ministry is satisfied that 


| 


92 No. 4. Vol. VII. 


the elephant house is now free from infection. It will be 
re-opened to the public shortly. 

Cruft’s Dog Show.—This Show will be held at the Royal 
Agricultural Hall on February 9th and 10th, when it is 
hoped to beat last year’s ‘“‘ record” of 10,000 entries. 
In the schedule which has just been issued by Mr. Cruft, 

rovision is made for 1,138 classes, and nearly £5,000 will 
offered in prize money. Special classes are included 
for members of the ladies’ branch of the Kennel Club 
the Ladies’ Kennel Association, and railway, tramway, 
and omnibus employees. Five classes are set apart for 
Welsh Corgis, the curious little cattle dogs of Pembroke- 
shire and Cardiganshire, sometimes known as “ heelers,” 
from their habit of nipping the heels of the cattle they are 
driving ; and eight further classes will be confined to 
exhibits owned by members of the Welsh Corgi Club. 
Continental authorities are being brought over to judge 
the Alsatian dogs and the Dutch breed of Keeshonds, 
which are growing fast in popularity. Basset hounds 
should be a strong class, and efforts are being made to 
revive beagles. Copies of the schedule may be had from 
the Secretary, at 12 Highbury Grove, N.-The Times. 


Charges against Farmers.—Several charges against 
Lanarkshire farmers under the ‘ Tuberculosis Order, 
1925,” for failure to notify animals suffering from tuber- 
culosis were brought for the first time before the J.P. 
Court in Hamilton, on January 6th. In each case the 
animals were found by an assistant veterinary inspector 
of the County Council at a Wishaw auction mart visibly 
suffering from the disease, and the diagnoses were con- 
firmed when the animals were slaughtered. In each case, 
however, a verdict of not guilty was returned, the defence 
that the animals were not diseased to their owners’ know- 
ledge being maintained.—Edinburgh Evening News. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


The R.V.C. Rebuilding Fund. 


To, THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY REcoRD. 


Sir,—It will be we'l known to every member of the 
profession that the Governors of the Royal Veterinary 
College in London are issuing an appeal to raise £50,000 
for the rebuilding of the College. As a dog fancier, 
apart from being a veterinary surgeon, I to-day presented 
an appeal to the Committee of the Kennel Club, asking 
them to grant a Championship status at a Show to be 
held to raise funds for this purpose. 

I cannot do better than quote you a few paragraphs 
which I am sending to the Dog Press, and feel certain that 
veterinary surgeons all over the country will use their 
influence with their clients to procure for this venture a 
bumper entry. 

The proceeds of the Show held last year on behalf of 
the rebuilding of the Middlesex Hospital resulted in a 
substantial four-figure profit, whilst that held the year 
before on behalf of Earl Haig’s fund was even larger.— 
I am, yours faithfully, A. Cornisn-BowpEn, M.R.C.V.S. 

Kelsey Park Farm, Croydon Road, Beckenham, Kent, 

and at 17 Montpelier Street, Brompton Road, S.W. 
Telephone: Sloane 2814. 
18th January, 1927. 


Extract rrom To Doa Press. 


“ To what extent members of the dog-showing fraternity 
feel indebted to the profession is a matter that only they 
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themselves can determine, as, apart from their professional 
services, which may have been adequately remunerated, 
there still exists the fact that no dog show can be held 
without the assistance of some member of the profession 
to examine the dogs on entering. For a great number of 
years these services have been cheerfully rendered at 
Shows, Clubs, Societies, etc., and in few, if any, of these 
cases has remuneration been asked for or given. 

“One method of expressing the gratitude of the dog- 
showing fraternity is the holding of a large Show somewhat 
after the nature of that held for Earl Haig’s Fund and the 
Middlesex Hospital. In this connection I presented such 
an appeal before the Committee of the Kennel Club to-day 
(18th January) and hasten to let you know that the Com- 
mittee passed the following resolution :— 

‘The Committee are very averse to granting addition- 
al Championship Shows, but in view of the gratitude 
that should be felt by the dog world to the veterinary 
profession for their honorary work, in connection with 
Shows, a special exception is made on this occasion.’ 
“A Show on such lines as I have mentioned will be 

organised in the early part of the year, and it is hoped 
that one and all will combine to assist the cause and show 
to their utmost ability. A Working Committee will very 
shortly be formed to arrange details, date and place. 
Full particulars and details will be given to the Press at 
the earliest possible moment.” 

(Signed) A. M.R.C.V.S. 


“ Trojan Bull” Case Exhibit. 


To THE Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Would you kindly allow me to use your columns 
to advise members of the Scottish Metropolitan Division, 
and others interested, that Professor J. R. Greig, having 
obtained for his museum the wire which caused the death 
of the Friesian bull, ‘‘ Terling Trojan,” has kindly con- 
sented to exhibit it aloag with other specimens at the next 
meeting of the Division, on January 26th, 1927. (Notice 
elsew here.) 

It is thought that this specimen, the cause of the “ Trojan 
Bull” Case, will be of interest to the members and others.—- 
Yours faithfully, Wm. C. Mitier, Hon. Secretary. 

Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

12th January, 1927. 


“ A Contribution to the Study of Narcotism.” 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—I was interested in reading the articles on the 
laxative effect of tobacco in your last number. I suppose 
most veterinarians will agree with me that the less one uses 
drugs the better—so that I do not believe moderate 
smoking does a man any good either for its nerve-soothing 
or laxative effect. It is better. not to smoke at all and 
lead ‘as ‘ natural’ a life as possible. If the immediate 
effect of a drug is to soothe the nerves, the ultimate effect 
is to irritate them. It would be very interesting if some 
of your readers could give their opinions as to the harm or 
benefit obtained from smoking Ryder’s ‘ Heath and 
Heather’ mixture, which contains no tobacco. A few 
of us are smoking this with the idea of breaking ourselves 
of the tobacco habit. It is also a little cheaper than 
tobacco.—J. M. ArmFrrietp, M.R.C.V.S. 


Eversion of the Uterus in the Cow. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY REcORD. 


Sir,—After reading with interest the article by Mr. 
F. W. Chamberlain in the last issue of the Record, I felt 
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PARKE, DAVIS & COMPANY, 


The Prevention and Treatment of 


CANINE DISTEMPER 


|’ has been shown by Ferry and others that a bacterial 
vaccine prepared from B. bronchisepticus staphylococcus 
and streptococcus is of value as a prophylactic against 
most forms of canine distemper and tends to increase the 
animal’s powers of resistance in cases of the disease. 


Canine Distemper Mixed Bacterin (P., D. & Co.), which is 
prepared from canine strains of these micro-organisms, is 
supplied in the form of liquid or tablets and may be used 
subcutaneously for either prophylaxis or treatment, in 
appropriate doses. 


Prophylaxis. 

Prophylactic treatment consists of three doses, respectively Ic.c., 1"5c.c. and 2’5c.c. 
(or the solution of 2, 3 and 5 tablets) per 20 pounds of body weight, to be injected 
hypodermically at intervals of three or four days. Half the above-mentioned 
doses may suitably be administered to puppies at weaning time, and full doses 
six months later. If it is known that risk of infection will be incurred at any 
particular date—for example, at a dog show—treatment should be commenced 
in time to allow an interval of at least ten days between the final dose and the 


date of exposure. 
Each dog must be strictly isolated during prophylactic treatment. 


Treatment. 


Treatment should be commenced as early in the attack as possible. The initial 
dose for a dog of 20 pounds weight is 0°25c.c. (or half a tablet), and each subse- 
quent injection (at intervals of three or four days, whilst necessary) should be 
increased by 0°25 c.c. or 0'5 c.c., according to indications. Appropriate medicinal 
hygienic and dietetic measures must be duly observed. For dogs weighing more 
orless than 20 pounds the above-mentioned doses should be increased or 


decreased proportionately. 
CANINE DISTEMPER MIXED BACTERIN (P., D. & Co.) 


contains in each c.c. 3,000 million B. bronchisepticus (Ferry), 300 million 
Staphylococcus albus, 300 million S. aureus and 400 million Streptococcus 
pyogenes, strains of canine origin only being used. 


Supplied in vials of 10 cc. ; also in sets of three graduated prophylactic doses. 


CANINE DISTEMPER MIXED BACTERIN TABLETS (P., D. & Co.) 
each tablet representing 0°5 c.c. of the fluid bacterin. 


Supplied in vials of 20 tablets. 


50 BEAK STREET, LONDON, W.1. 
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that temporary tracheotomy could not do all that might 
be expected by a young graduate after reading the article, 
although in most cases it might be a great success. 

Straining, whatever the cause, is serious in cattle, and 
must be treated according to its probable duration, and 
whether it is likely to continue for an hour or two, a day 
or two, or a week or two. I have seen cows become 
unconscious and die after tracheotomy had been per- 
formed, with straining as the chief symptom, the shock of 
which had been the cause of death. I limit the usefulness 
of tracheotomy in cattle to the following indications :— 
(1) When the standing position is desired for convenience 
in operating on the genital organs, severe straining being 
in evidence ; (2) In treating cases of acute vaginitis. To 
allay straining altogether (or as nearly so as is possible 
without chlorotorm-anesthesia) there is, in my opinion, noth- 
ing better than chloral hydrate, the dose being four ounces in 
three pints of cold water or milk. So far as my experience 
goes with regard to temporary tracheotomy in cattle, it 
has a disadvantage in that occasionally a portion of the 
trachea partially collapses, this producing noisy breathing, 
which can become serious. I should not like to leave a 
cow, after returning the uterus, without some sort of 
fastening to the vulva and, what is more, I like the most 
secure I can get, and always use a good-sized West clamp. 
My reason for this is that, some years ago, | put a uterus 
back and it took quite a time to do it; | put a West 
clamp on afterwards, leaving a passage below into which 
I could put two fingers comfortably. In two hours the 
uterus was out again, the clamp still being on. I now 
empty the bladder if necessary, put a West clamp on the 
whole of the vulva and leave it so, with instructions to 
slacken the clamp and to pull the lower commissure back- 
wards out of the clamp, so that the cow can make water, 
after four, five, six, or twelve hours if necessary. I am 

uite sure it would be unsafe to leave a case of eversion of 
the uterus, such as takes place a week after calving, where 
the uterus comes out as a hard tumelied mass— so much so, 
that it is impossible to replace it into its natural position. 
Sometimes these cows do better if the uterus is returned 
and left than if the procedure of amputation is adopted, 
but a clamp is very necessary. 

I have actually seen the uterus become everted without 
any straining whatever, on more than one occasion, while 
I have been injecting a case of milk fever, and while attend- 
ing a cow on the ground soon after calving, for other 
troubles than milk fever. Some cases which we attend 
as ordinary cases of eversion of the uterus are only so as 
secondary to milk fever, but the shock of the treatment 
cures the milk fever; it is only when some of them have 
difficulty in rising for some days, that milk fever suggests 
itself. 

With regard to the use of a tube tor temporary tracheo- 
tomy in cows, a simple incision through the skin between 
the muscles and through the tracheal rings is all that is 
necessary, as it opens like a valve on forcible expiration 
os at an attempt at straining. There is no need for the 
o for inspiration. Mr. Chamberlain says that it is 
as impossible tor a man to void bowel-ilatus with his 
mouth open as it is for a cow to strain violently with a hole 
in her trachea. It is a notable fact that cows cough and 
pass flatus very forcibly at the same time. For a number 
of years I have been particularly struck with the extent 
to which a cow can strain with a tracheotomy tube in 
position, or with a slit in the rings. Tracheotomy lessens 
straining in that it has the same result as the opening of 
the glottis. Temporary tracheotomy certainly has its 
uses, but they are undoubtedly limited. In operating 
on the left side for obscure abdominal trouble, including 
an obscure straining in cows, I have noticed when | have 
made an opening into the rumen and have left the opening 
temporarily, that the effect on the straining has been 
extraordinary. In many cases it has disappeared per- 


manently. It is perhaps worthy of mention, while pen 
is in hand, that I have always found it most difficult to 
throw a cow by the “ girth’’ method while there is a 
patent opening into the rumen, but it is not so in the 


case of a cow with a tube in the trachea. It is admitted, 
of course, that this has no real bearing on the subject, 
although it is not very far removed from the point I am 
making. Concerning the actual returning of an everted 
uterus, | know of no better way than giving four ounces 
of chloral hydrate at the outset and getting the patient 
into a building with a suitable beam for fixing the pulleys 
for pulling up her hind quarters. A suitable beam is not 
always available when it is wanted, but I would rather 
walk a cow a mile to a building containing one than settle 
to the task while she is standing. When attending a case 
of eversion and finding the animal standing, I perform 
temporary tracheotomy and proceed with the returning 
of the womb, hoping that she will stand all through. In 
such a case I would not give chloral hydrate. When the 
task is finished I should, at all cost, put on a West clamp.— 
Yours faithfully, O. Strvson, M.R.C.V.S. 
Appleby. 
January 1927. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :—- 
Communications from Messrs. H. W. Dawes, C. W. 
Pembrey, J. D. Pottie, W. Robb, Capt. L. P. Pugh. 
Capt. 8S. Villar and Major R. F. Wall. 

Report of a meeting of the North of Ireland V.M.A., 
from H. L. MeConne'l, Hon. Secretary. 
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